1 Peter 3:18-21
18 For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:

19 By which also he went and preached unto the spirits in prison;


Note:  Spirits, here plural, an unholy spirit that governs the multitude of non-believers held in Hell, different from the spirit of Born Again Believers, 1 Corinthians 2:12, 2 Corinthians 11:4.
20 Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.

Note:  In the Greek the phrase "Which sometime . . . "  means:  Formerly, in the old time.  When once, the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, . . .  Once here in the Greek means:  Once, once for all, one (or a single) time (numerically or conclusively) -- once.  This word "once" shows that there was a day long ago appointed -- during the time of Noah, and if that were once past, there should be no more.  Which sometime (Formerly, in the old time) . . . refers to the time of their being upon earth, who as spirits were now in Hell, but were alive "during the days of Noah," hereafter mentioned.  As the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth has showed His Power/Authority in all ages both in the preservation of the godly, were they never so few and miserable, and in avenging the rebellion of Christ Jesus' enemies, as it appears by the history of the flood, for the Lord Jesus Christ is He Who in those days (when God through His patience appointed a time of repentance to the world) was present, not in a corporal or physical presence, but by His Divine Power, Preaching repentance even then by the mouth of Noah himself who also prepared the Ark, to those disobedient spirits who are now in prison, waiting for the full recompense of their rebellion, and Saved those few, (that is, only eight people) from the water.

It will be difficult to show, that men, in the present state of life, are called "spirits," which seems to be a word that relates to the souls of men, in a separate state from their bodies, and especially mentioned here in their carnal and unconverted state.  Besides, here the Apostle Peter is speaking of such who were disobedient in the times of Noah.  Nor is any mention made of the conversion of the spirits in prison (Hell).  So, what would the point then to be of Preaching to them in Hell?

The plain and easy sense of the words of the Apostle Peter is, that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, by His Spirit, by which He was quickened, went in the ministry of Noah -- Noah who was the "Preacher of righteousness," and thus by Noah who Preached to the men of his day, both through his words and deeds, by the personal ministry of Noah, and by the building of the Ark, to that generation who was then alive, being disobedient, and continuing so, a flood was brought upon them which destroyed them all.  Whose spirits, or separate souls, were then placed in the "prison of Hell," Revelation 20:7.  Thus, when the Apostle Peter wrote this Epistle, so that the Lord Jesus Christ neither went into this prison, (Hell,) nor personally went after His death on the Cross of Calvary and Preached in it, nor to these spirits that were then in it.  Instead, to persons alive in the days of Noah, and who being disobedient, when they died, their separate souls (spirits) were put into prison, (Hell,) and there they were when the Apostle Peter wrote.  Thus, from the Apostle Peter whence we learn, that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was, that He existed in His Divine Nature before He was incarnate as a babe in Bethlehem, and Christ Jesus was before Abraham, He was in the days of Noah, and that the Lord Jesus Christ also, under the Old Testament, acted the part of a Mediator, in His Divine Nature, and by His Spirit discharged that branch of it, i.e.:  His Prophetic Office, before He appeared in human nature in Bethlehem.  Furthermore, the Gospel was Preached in those early times, as unto Abraham, so before him, even unto those in Hell by the Preacher of righteousness, Noah.
Prison is always used in a bad sense in Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible. "Paradise" and "Abraham's bosom," the abode of good spirits in Old Testament times cannot be and is not called "prison".  Paradise and Abraham's bosom are separated by a wide gulf from Hell or Hades, which is prison, for those who are not the Elect of God, Called of God, Born Again by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, alone, for their Salvation.

21 The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:

John 19:30
30 When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.
Note:  If, the price was paid for man's sin, declared that "It is finished: . . . "  i.e.:  the price was paid, (and it was ONCE and only ONCE paid for by the Lord Jesus Christ death on the Cross of Calvary,) why then would the Lord Jesus Christ have to do more for man's Salvation?  What more would have to be done?  Answer:  Nothing.
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-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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