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1 Corinthians 6:14-20  King James Version 
14 And God hath both raised up the Lord, and will also raise up us by his own power.
15 Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ? shall I then take the members of Christ, and make them the members of an harlot? God forbid.
16 What? know ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? for two, saith he, shall be one flesh.

17 But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.

18 Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body.
19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?

20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.


Note:  Every sin . . . is without (outside) the body.  The temptations come from without and assail the man through the senses. This is the rule in the case of sin.  It is not said of this type of fornication that it is not stimulated without, or that it, alone of all sins, assails (Assails:  Mastering the body, to beset (Beset:  To attack on all sides; assail; harass.) ,) but that it is peculiarly a sin against the body.  It defiles the inside of a body as well as it can also defile the outside of a body; the Christian's body which is designed to be a member of Christ, and a Temple of the Holy Spirit.  In this peculiar sin, it separates the physical body from the Union with Christ at the time of the sin, and unites the body instead with a harlot. The grievousness of this particular sin is in the desecration to such an unholy purpose of a body which has become a Member of Christ, a part of the Temple of God; if married also a union with a spouse in a Holy manner before God. 19. What? know ye not that your body, etc. This makes clear how terrible is the sin of defiling the body by licentiousness. It is desecrating God's Temple the abode of the Holy Spirit in you.  As the Shekinah Glory of God dwelt in the Temple of Israel, so the Holy Spirit in Christ's Temple, which we are. Ye are not your own.  Instead members of Christ and His body the Church, and hence have not the right to use our bodies to our own pleasure which defiles and makes it unholy before God. 20. Ye are bought with a price. Christ paid the price, even His blood.  Hence, since both body and spirit are God's, both should be used to glorify Him. The fact that we are Christ's, purchased, parts of His spiritual Temple, makes the obligation imperative to consecrate the body and spirit to His service.
Every sin, that is, every other sin, every external act of sin besides, is without (outside) the body. It is not so much an abuse of the body as of some portion, to a degree that it brings pollution, as of wine by the drunkard, food by the glutton, etc . . . Nor does it give the power of the body to another person. Nor does it so much tend to the reproach of the body and render it vile. This sin is in a peculiar manner styled uncleanness, pollution, because no sin has so much external turpitude in it, especially in a Christian.  He sins against his own body; he defiles it, he degrades it, making it one with the body of that vile creature with whom he sins. He casts vile reproach on what he Redeemer has dignified to the last degree by taking it into union with himself.  A Christian should not make our present vile bodies more vile by sinning against them.
 
A Christian is joined to the Lord in union with Christ Jesus, and made partaker by faith of the Lord Jesus Christ's Spirit. One spirit lives and breathes and moves in the head and members. Christ and his faithful disciples are one, John 17:21-22. But he that is joined to a harlot is one body, for two shall be one flesh, by carnal conjunction, which was ordained of God only to be in a married state. Now shall one in so close a union with Christ Jesus as to be one spirit with Him yet be so united to a harlot as to become one flesh with her?  Were not this a vile attempt to make a union between Christ and harlots?  Can a greater indignity can a Christian offer to Christ or ourselves? Can any thing be more inconsistent with our profession or relation?  The sin of fornication is a great injury in a Christian to his head and lord, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and a great reproach and blot on his profession. It is no wonder therefore that the Apostle should say, "Flee fornication (v. 18 above), avoid it, keep out of the reach of temptations to it, of provoking objects. Direct the eyes and mind to other things and thoughts." 
18 Flee fornication.  Other vices may be conquered with a fight; this only by flight, as did Joseph, Genesis 39:7-15 
-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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