Numbers 31:17-18
17 Now therefore kill every male among the little ones, and kill every woman that hath known man by lying with him.
18 But all the women children, that have not known a man by lying with him, keep alive for yourselves.

Note:  Normally, no order would been given for the slaughter of the women.  In ancient war, women were commonly reserved for slaves.  However, by their horrific earlier conduct,  the Midianite women had forfeited all claims to mild or merciful treatment.  It was because of the the plans of the Medianites to trap the Israelites into the false worship of idolatry and licentious behavior which was an attack on God's Holy Character.  This plan caused the Medianites to be the avowed object of the war, and made their slaughter necessary.  Why, though, ". . . kill every male among the little ones, . . ."?  This was was designed to be a war of extermination, such as God Himself had ordered against the people of Canaan, whom the Midianites equaled in the enormity of their wickedness.

" . . . and kill every woman that hath known man by lying with him."  As many of them had lain with Israelite men, therefore the adulterers had been put to death according to God's Law, so now the adulteressess, Leviticus 20:10.  They were ordered to be slain, even all of them, lest they should entice the children of Israel to their wicked uncleanness, and so to yet again that they be enticed into idolatry. These Midianite woman had drawn the Children of Israel into the worship of Peor, the worship of Baal, also known as Baalpeor, Numbers 25:1–15; Numbers 25:18; Numbers 31:16; Deuteronomy 4:3; Joshua 22:17; Hosea 9:10; Psalm 106:28; 1 Corinthians 10:8.   Baal of Peor, Baal-Peor, Baalpeor was a Moabite deity -- Baal-peor or Baalpeor.  Peor, a mountain in Moab -- east of Jordan, also a "god" worshiped there -- Baalpeor.   The Midianite women were the principal criminals, they must then not be spared.  All but the young women . . . , "But all the women children, that have not known a man by lying with him, keep alive for yourselves."  Either to be handmaids to them, or to be married among them when grown up, and become proselytes, when initiated into the Hebrew religion.


Numbers 31:1-3
1 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

2 Avenge the children of Israel of the Midianites: afterward shalt thou be gathered unto thy people.

3 And Moses spake unto the people, saying, Arm some of yourselves unto the war, and let them go against the Midianites, and avenge the Lord of Midian.

Note:  The Midianites -- Are a semi-nomad people, descended from Abraham and Keturah, Genesis 25:1-3; 1 Chronicles 1:27-33, occupied a tract of country east and southeast of Moab, which lay on the eastern coast of the Dead Sea.  The Midianites seem to have been the principal instigators of the infamous scheme of seduction, planned to entrap the Israelites into the double crime of idolatry and licentiousness,  Numbers 25:1-3, Numbers 24:17-18, by which, it was hoped, the Lord would withdraw from His people the benefit of His protection and favor.  Moreover, the Midianites had rendered themselves particularly obnoxious by entering into a hostile league with the Amorites against the Children of Israel, Joshua 13:21.  As Moses had smote Sihon, the King of the Amorites, as well as Silon's Princes, Midian, Evi, and Rekem, and Zur, and Hur, and Reba, which were dukes of Sihon, dwelling in the country.  The Moabites were at this time spared in consideration of Lot, Deuteronomy 2:9, and because the measure of their iniquities was not yet full.  God spoke of avenging the children of Israel, Numbers 31:2, while Moses spoke of avenging the Lord, Numbers 31:3.  Avenge the Lord as dishonor had been done to God and an injury inflicted upon His people; the interests of both were identical.  God and His people have the same cause, the same friends, and the same assailants, the same enemies.  This, in fact, was a religious war, undertaken by the express Command of God against idolaters, who had seduced the Israelites to practice their abominations.

"Avenge the children of Israel of the Midianites: . . ."  Avenge the injury the Midianites had done to them by sending their daughters among them, who enticed them to commit uncleanness with them; to entice the children of Israel and then drew them into the worship of their idols, which brought the wrath of God upon them, and for which 24,000 persons were slain.  Now, though the Moabites had a part in this affair as well as the Midianites, yet the Moabites were spared.  Some think this was for the sake of Lot, Deuteronomy 2:9, from whom they descended.  Why not the Midianites for the sake of Abraham, whose offspring they were by Keturah?  It is suggested the Moabites were here spared because of Ruth, who was to spring forth from them.  However, it seems to be because the sin of the Moabites was not yet full, and they were reserved for a later punishment, as the Moabites were not the principal actors in the above affair, but the Midianites.  The Midianites had advised King Balak at first to send for the Prophet Balaam to curse the Children of Israel, and the Midianites were the one's who harbored Balaam after he had been dismissed by King Balak, and to whom Balaam gave his wicked counsel, and which they readily followed, and industriously pursued.



Balaam, who is the son of Beor the soothsayer, did the children of Israel slay with the sword . . .
Numbers 31:7-8
7 And they warred against the Midianites, as the Lord commanded Moses; and they slew all the males.

8 And they slew the kings of Midian, beside the rest of them that were slain; namely, Evi, and Rekem, and Zur, and Hur, and Reba, five kings of Midian: Balaam also the son of Beor they slew with the sword.
Joshua 24:8-10
8 And I brought you into the land of the Amorites, which dwelt on the other side Jordan; and they fought with you: and I gave them into your hand, that ye might possess their land; and I destroyed them from before you.
9 Then Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, arose and warred against Israel, and sent and called Balaam the son of Beor to curse you:
10 But I would not hearken unto Balaam; therefore he blessed you still: so I delivered you out of his hand.


The enemies of God enticed the Children of Israel, and now entice Christians, to worship falsely, to follow after idols, to fornicate after false "gods," Deuteronomy 13:1-15; Job 31:9-12; Judges 16:4-31; Proverbs 1:10; Ezekiel 14:9.  God will not be mocked, but will avenge God's Elect, and destroy those who cause His Children to err.  Those who worship idols, who teach the people to sin by teaching them to fornicate -- worship other "gods," to teach them to seek after earthly riches, will recompense, i.e.:  reward them with double.  Double of the Wrath of God.

Revelation 18:1-7


1 And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory.

2 And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.

3 For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies.
4 And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.

5 For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities.
6 Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double unto her double according to her works: in the cup which she hath filled fill to her double.
Note:  www.alemattec.com/The Cup.doc

7 How much she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give her: for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow.
Note:  "How much she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, . . . ," i.e.:  the Roman Catholic "church".  " . . . I sit a queen, . . ."  Referencing the Chaldeans, also known as the Babylonians, Babylon i.e.:  confusion, Isaiah 47:5; in the Book of Revelation speaking of the Roman Catholic, "church," as Babylon the Great, the "mother church -- which she calls herself, Holy Mother Church as hierarchy, With love and solicitude Mother Church already embraces them as her own., " . . . we are pausing to consider that the Church is Mother.," Revelation 17:5. 

" . . . I sit a queen, . . ."  As a Lady over Kingdoms, as was Babylon, having a temporal power and authority over the Kings of the earth, and a spiritual jurisdiction over all her "churches," including all of the apostate ones, being the mother of harlots, and her "sitting" as such.  This agrees well with "the whore on many waters, Revelation 17: 1, 15" and the woman on the scarlet coloured beast, Revelation 17:3, who rules from seven mountains, Revelation 17:9, who are all the same, and is very suitable to antichrist, who "pretends to sit" in Peter's Chair, sitting on a throne as a King, and does sit in the Temple (Church) of God, as if he was God.  This is so expressive of the papacy's empire and government over nations and churches, and of the continuance of it, as she imagines it; she, the Church of Rome, the Roman Catholic "church."  As Babylon was Queen of the Eastern Empire, so Rome has been the Queen of the Western Empire, and is called on Imperial coins "The Eternal City," a nickname famously referring to the City State/Nation of Rome."  Babylon is a former Rome (Eastern Roman Providence, www.Alemattec.com/images/Roman Empire in 117 A.D.png -- see Babylon which was part of Mesopotamia, bottom right corner of image,) and Rome a latter Babylonian, www.Alemattec.com/images/neo-babylonian-empire at it's height, beyond Mesopotamia.jpg. 

" . . . and am no widow, . . ."  Nor never shall be, as she flatters herself, Isaiah 47:8-9. Were she the true spouse of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, as she boasts herself, she indeed would be no widow, for the Lord Jesus Christ is everlasting and a never dying husband, Revelation 1:17-18, and he gives His spouse, His Church, 1 Peter 2:5; Colossians 1:10-29, -- made up of the True Worshipers, Born Again Believers, those Called of God, those given Everlasting, Eternal life, John 3:16; John 3:36; John 6:40; John 6:47; Romans 6:22; 1 Timothy 1:16; John 3:15; John 6:53-55; John 10:28; John 12:25; John 17:1-3; Romans 5:21; Titus 3:7; 1 John 2:20-25.  The Roman Catholic "church" is the whore for the Kings of the earth, and though she fancies she shall be no widow, that is, bereft of people and power, Lamentations 1:1, first in her "churches," but also those with whom she rules over outside the "church" because she now sits on many waters, people, multitudes, and nations and tongues.  Yet like old Babylon, i.e.:  confusion, the Roman Catholic "church" will have no men in her, but will be inhabited by devils, foul spirits, and hateful birds (fowls of the air, Luke 8:4-15, are workers of satan, the devil, Lucifer, that Old Serpent,) Revelation 18:2.

"and shall see no sorrow".  Through loss of children, power, and authority, yet she claims she shall see no sorrow, Isaiah 47:8-9, but in this also she is mistaken.  As her children will be killed with death, Revelation 2:23, and her plagues shall come upon her at once.  These words may be considered either as spoken by her, i.e.:  the Roman Catholic "church" when at the height of her power and glory, as she was about six or seven hundred years ago, or concerning just before her destruction, which seems to be the case, when it appears that she would regain her power, and be in her former state before her utter ruin, Revelation 11:2, www.alemattec.com/Daniel 2 and . . . In the last days, which is now, the enemy of Christianity, the Roman Catholic 'church' creates an image of a beast in Rome . . . .doc.




-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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