http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_the_Nativity

The Grotto of the Nativity, an underground cave located beneath the basilica, enshrines the site where Jesus is said to have been born. The exact spot is marked beneath an altar by a 14-pointed silver star set into the marble floor and surrounded by silver lamps. This altar is denominationally neutral, although it features primarily Armenian Apostolic influences. Another altar in the Grotto, which is maintained by the Roman Catholics, marks the site where traditionally Mary laid the newborn Baby in the manger.
http://www.tripadvisor.com/LocationPhotoDirectLink-g293978-d318669-i53995448-Church_of_the_Nativity-Bethlehem.html


 HYPERLINK "http://www.seetheholyland.net/grotto-of-the-nativity/"
http://www.seetheholyland.net/grotto-of-the-nativity/




The Grotto of the Nativity 
http://www.bobmay.info/dec102003nativitychurch.htm
The stairs on the right side of the altar lead down into the Grotto of the Nativity, supposedly the site of Jesus' birth; a 14-point silver star embedded in white marble marks the exact spot. The star was installed by the Catholics in 1717, removed by the Greeks in 1847 and replaced by the Turkish government in 1853, and bears the inscription, Hic de Virgine Maria Jesus Christus natus est -- Here Jesus Christ was born to the Virgin Mary. Of the 15 lamps burning around the recess, six belong to the Greeks, five to the Armenians and four to the Roman Catholics. In another corner of the grotto, down three steps opposite the Altar of the Nativity is the Chapel of the Manger where Christ was laid. Facing this is the Altar of the Adoration of the Magi.

I've searched, but I cannot find the meaning of a 14 point star. 

In Egypt the sun was referred to as "the valient bull".  Thus, the worship of Apis the Bull, i.e.:  "the golden calf," was star worship.  Apis the Bull was representative of the solar bull, of the Constellation Taurus, "the Bull", and was shown with a solar disk between his horns, www.alemattec.com/Apis, the Bull god of Egypt.htm.  In the Zodiac, Saturn was called the "star" of the our solar sun.  This worship of Taurus "the Bull" in which the sun was at the time of the spring equinox was the worship of "Saturn or Moloch (Baal) Worship."  Astrology," Vol. 1, p.298.

Carthaginians burned their children as offerings to Baʿal Hammon.  In Carthage and North Africa Baʿal Hammon was especially associated with the ram and was worshiped also as Baʿal Qarnaim ("Lord of Two Horns") in an open-air sanctuary at Jebel Bu Kornein ("the two-horned hill") across the bay from Carthage.


Baal worship, burning their children as offerings to Baal . . . :  Adults would gather around the altar of Baal. Infants would then be burned alive as a sacrificial offering to the deity. Amid horrific screams and the stench of charred human flesh, these worshipers of Baal both men and women alike would engage in bisexual orgies. The ritual of convenience was intended to produce economic prosperity by prompting their "god" Baal to bring rain for the fertility of what they called “mother earth, or mother of nature, i.e.:  mother nature.

Mother Nature (sometimes known as Mother Earth) is Baal worship, and is a common personification of nature that focuses on the life-giving and nurturing aspects of nature by embodying it in the form of the mother. Images of women representing mother earth, and mother nature, are timeless. In prehistoric times, goddesses were worshiped for their association with fertility, fecundity, and agricultural bounty. Priestesses held dominion over aspects of Incan, Algonquian, Assyrian, Babylonian, Slavonic, Germanic, Roman, Greek, Indian, and Iroquoian religions in the millennia prior to the inception of patriarchal religions. 

The natural consequences of such behavior was of course pregnancy and childbirth.  Along with this, of course was the associated financial burdens of “unplanned parenthood”.  This was easily offset, by their worship of Baal.  To get rid of their unwanted offspring, they would return to their bisexual, homosexual worship of Baal, and offer their child as a burnt offering, burning their child to death in a fire as a sacrifice, thus terminating an unwanted child, and could then take part in another fertility ceremony, i.e.:  orgy.
Baalbek
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baalbek
The most sacred and ancient of locations for Baal in Northern Lebanon is Baalbek.  Baalbeck, also known as Baalbek (Arabic: بعلبك‎ / ALA-LC: Baʻalbik, Lebanese pronunciation: [ˈbʕalbik]) is a town in the Beqaa Valley of Lebanon situated east of the Litani River. Known as Heliopolis (Greek: Ἡλιούπολις) during the period of Roman rule, it was one of the largest sanctuaries in the empire and contains some of the best preserved Roman ruins in Lebanon. The gods worshiped at the temple, the triad of Jupiter, Venus and Bacchus, were grafted onto the indigenous deities of Hadad (Baal,) Atargatis and a young male god of fertility. Local influences are seen in the planning and layout of the temples, which vary from the classic Roman design.
Hadad, i.e.:  Baal, (Hebrew: חדד) www.alemattec.com/Roman Catholic 'church' created Islam, and many other false religions, Mormons, etc, and worships Baal, and Ties, and  Illuminati Symbols_ Part 1.htm, is a Northwest Semitic storm and rain god, cognate in name and origin with the earlier attested East Semitic Akkadian (Assyrian-Babylonian) god Adad. Hadad was also called "Pidar", "Rapiu", "Baal-Zephon", or often simply Baʿal (Lord).  The bull was the symbolic animal of Hadad (Baal). He appeared bearded, often holding a club and thunderbolt while wearing a bull-horned headdress. Hadad (Baal) thus was equated with the Anatolian storm-god Teshub; the Egyptian god Set; the Greek god Zeus; and the Roman god Jupiter, as Jupiter Dolichenus.  Hadad (Baal) supposedly transformed himself into a Bull in order to mate with his sister, which was his lover, Anat who transformed herself into a Heifer.  In the Ugaritic Ba‘al/Hadad cycle ‘Anat is a violent war-goddess, a virgin in Ugarit (btlt 'nt) though the sister and lover of the great Ba‘al known as Hadad elsewhere. Ba‘al is usually called the son of Dagon and sometimes the son of El. ‘Anat is addressed by El as "daughter", http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anat.

Baalbeck is home to the annual Baalbeck International Festival. The town is about 85 km (53 mi) northeast of Beirut and about 75 km (47 mi) north of Damascus. It has a population of approximately 82,608, mostly Shia Muslims.
Baal of Tyre
Melqart (Molock) is the son of El in the Phoenician triad of worship, Molock was "the god of Tyre," and was often called the Ba'al of Tyre.

Note:  Remember, a Prince, especially the oldest son of a King, or ONLY son of a King, was not only called a Prince but King also.  The words used of one who was the oldest or ONLY son of a King, that is:  prince/King were used interchangeably.  Here, God through the Prophet Ezekiel speaks to "the prince of Tyrus," or the "King of Tyre,"  Ezekiel 28, who was so controlled by satan, that God speaks to satan through this King of Tyre.  www.alemattec.com/The Book of Revelation, Leviathan, King of Tyre, . . . .doc


In Tyre, Baal was the sun, and Ashtoreth the moon. Astarte's most common symbol was the crescent moon (or horns), according to religious studies scholar Jeffrey Burton Russell, in his book The Devil: Perceptions of Evil from Antiquity to Primitive Christianity.[6]  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashtoreth.  Baal-peor, was the lord of priapism, (Priapism:  Comes from the Greek god Priapus (Ancient Greek: Πρίαπος), a fertility god often represented with a disproportionately large and permanent erection, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Priapus).  Baal was often worshiped with the symbol of an obelisk, the obelisk was representative of a phallic symbol. Baal-peor was the sun represented as the generative principle of nature, and identical with the phallus, i.e.:  obelisk, such as the Washington Monument, http://www.nps.gov/nr/travel/wash/dc72.htm, and the Vatican's "sun dial" obelisk, worship of the Zodiac, http://countries-of-europe.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/Vatican.jpg, which is Commanded by God, not to do, Isaiah 47:13-15,  www.alemattec.com/Babylon 'god' baal and the Roman Catholic 'church'.doc of other religions.
Generative Principle of the Masons . . .
DECEPTION (Masonic Symbols II- Part 44)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xa3rh8TFJ7k
www.alemattec.com/Jesuit Pope Francis Grand Master of The Knights Templar--Freemasons .htm
www.alemattec.com/Salvation Army, 'Happy Holidays,' YMCA, Boy Scouts of America, and Freemasons . . . .doc
www.alemattec.com/Free Masons, the Jewish Tulmud, the Roman Catholic 'church,' and Aleister Crowley . . . .doc
www.alemattec.com/Masons, Mystery Babylon the Great, one world religion . . . .doc
Baal-gad was the lord of the multitude (of stars) that is, the sun as the chief of the heavenly host, i.e.:  Lucifer as shown in the NIV “bible,” replaces the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and is called “morning star, “Isaiah 14:12,” whereas the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth IS the bright and morning star, Revelation 22:16.   
www.alemattec.com/Bible versions.doc
In brief, Baal seems to have been wherever his cult was active, was then a development of the old sun worship.
Obelisks of Heliopolis in Egypt; which were condemned for Israel by Deuteronomic code (God's Law,) and Deuteronomist redaction (Redaction:  To drive back, force back; bring back, bring down) of Kings: 
Note:  Images (Obelisks) in the Hebrew means:  Something stationed, i.e. A column or (memorial stone); by analogy, an idol -- garrison, (standing) image, pillar.
Jeremiah 43:13; Deuteronomy 16:22; 2 Kings 17:10; 2 Kings 18:4; 2 Kings 23:14; 2 Chronicles 31:1
1 Kings 16:31
31 And it came to pass, as if it had been a light thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took to wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Zidonians, and went and served Baal, and worshipped him.


The cult of this god, Molock, i.e..:  Baal was prominent in Israel until the seige of until the reign of the Assyrians in the 8th Century, B.C..  Ba'al Hammon was also worshipped by the Phoenician descendents at Carthage with the sacrificing of children to Molech. The Carthaginians also practiced sacred prostitution in honor of Molech. 

In Carthage and North Africa Ba'al Hammon was especially associated with the ram and was worshiped also as Ba'al Qarnaim ("Lord of Two Horns") in an open-air sanctuary at Jebel Bu Kornein ("the two-horned hill") across the bay from Carthage.
Ba'al Hammon's female cult partner was Tanit. Ba'alat Gebal ("Lady of Byblos") appears to have been generally identified.

Again, Baal of Tyre
Melqart (Molock) is the son of El in the Phoenician triad of worship, Molock was "the god of Tyre," and was often called the Ba'al of Tyre. 

As King Solomon in his old age let his pagan wives turn him against Jehovah God, to worship Molock, (Baal,) satan, so too did King Solomon worship a female diety, Ashtoreth, as does the Roman Catholic "church," and their "priesthood" which is of the Old Testament, drug into the New Testament, and they came in to the Christian Churches as spies, false Brethren.  Like King Solomon who turned to worship Molock, Baal, satan, the Roman Catholics, too, worship a female diety of their making Mary.  
1 Kings 11:5
5 For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites. 
Note:  Malcham, Malcam, or Milcom, the national idol (of their "gods") of the Ammonites.  Those in Israel, who as King Solomon had worshiped and taught the people to sin, so too does Baruck HUSSEIN Obama teach his people to openly accept homosexuality, these in Israel worshiped both God and the "god" of the Ammonites, Malcham on their rooftops as the worshiped the stars -- the hosts of heaven.

Zephaniah 1:1-6
1 The word of the Lord which came unto Zephaniah the son of Cushi, the son of Gedaliah, the son of Amariah, the son of Hizkiah, in the days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah.

2 I will utterly consume all things from off the land, saith the Lord.

3 I will consume man and beast; I will consume the fowls of the heaven, and the fishes of the sea, and the stumbling blocks with the wicked: and I will cut off man from off the land, saith the Lord.

4 I will also stretch out mine hand upon Judah, and upon all the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and I will cut off the remnant of Baal from this place, and the name of the Chemarims with the priests;

5 And them that worship the host of heaven upon the housetops; and them that worship and that swear by the Lord, and that swear by Malcham;
6 And them that are turned back from the Lord; and those that have not sought the Lord, nor enquired for him.
Note:  Malcham, Moloch, worship was forbidden, as part of the worship of Moloch (which was Baal worship) was to offer their children as a sacrifice and burn them alive in an open fire pit:
Leviticus 20:2

2 Again, thou shalt say to the children of Israel, Whosoever he be of the children of Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn in Israel, that giveth any of his seed unto Molech; he shall surely be put to death: the people of the land shall stone him with stones.
Again, Baal of Tyre
Melqart (Molock) is the son of El in the Phoenician triad of worship, Molock was "the god of Tyre," and was often called the Ba'al of Tyre. 


Baal worship, burning their children as offerings to Baal:  Adults would gather around the altar of Baal. Infants would then be burned alive as a sacrificial offering to the deity. Amid horrific screams and the stench of charred human flesh, these worshipers of Baal both men and women alike would engage in bisexual orgies. The ritual of convenience was intended to produce economic prosperity by prompting their god Baal to bring rain for the fertility of what they called “mother earth.” 

The natural consequences of such behavior was of course pregnancy and childbirth.  Along with this, of course was the associated financial burdens of “unplanned parenthood”.  This was easily offset, by their worship of Baal.  To get rid of their unwanted offspring, they would return to their bisexual, homosexual worship of Baal, and offer their child as a burnt offering, burning their child to death in a fire as a sacrifice, thus terminating an unwanted child, and could then take part in another fertility ceremony, i.e.:  orgy.
Amos 5:25-27
25 Have ye offered unto me sacrifices and offerings in the wilderness forty years, O house of Israel?
26 But ye have borne the tabernacle of your Moloch and Chiun your images, the star of your god, which ye made to yourselves.
Note:  www.alemattec.com/The Star of Solomon, which is called as the Star of David, is the Star of Molech-- Baal . . . .doc, www.alemattec.com/Star of David, is Star of Baal.htm, www.alemattec.com/Satanic_Vatican.htm.

27 Therefore will I cause you to go into captivity beyond Damascus, saith the Lord, whose name is The God of hosts.

2 Kings 23:5
5 And he put down the idolatrous priests, whom the kings of Judah had ordained to burn incense in the high places in the cities of Judah, and in the places round about Jerusalem; them also that burned incense unto Baal, to the sun, and to the moon, and to the planets, and to all the host of heaven.
Note:  Think, Roman Catholic "priesthood" burn incense (not to Jehovah God, as they are Baal worshipers,) to the sun, moon, planets, and all the host of heaven.  (See pictures of Saint Peter's Square with their giant Zodiac Sundial, and 
1 Kings 11:7
7 Then did Solomon build an high place for Chemosh, the abomination of Moab, in the hill that is before Jerusalem, and for Molech, the abomination of the children of Ammon.
Again, Baal of Tyre
Melqart (Molock) is the son of El in the Phoenician triad of worship, Molock was "the god of Tyre," and was often called the Ba'al of Tyre. 

1 Kings 11:33
33 Because that they have forsaken me, and have worshipped Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, Chemosh the god of the Moabites, and Milcom the god of the children of Ammon, and have not walked in my ways, to do that which is right in mine eyes, and to keep my statutes and my judgments, as did David his father.

Baal and Ashtareth together. Ashtaroth (a demon from Hell, the "crown prince of Hell," http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashtaroth) is the plural of Ashtoreth, the goddess of the Zidonians  just as Baalim is the plural of Baal. The many images of Baal and Ashtoreth are indicated by the plural:  Baal-berith, the god who presides over covenants; Baal-zebul, or Zebub, the god who presides over flies, who could either send or remove a plague of flies, and so on. Baal (lord or master) was the supreme male divinity of the Phoenician and Canaanitish nations, as Ashtoreth (known as the star, i.e.:  the planet Venus) was their supreme female divinity. Baal and Ashtoreth are frequently coupled together. Many Phoenician names:  Hannibal, Asdrubal, Adherbal, Belus, etc. - are derived from Baal." Belus refers to the Babylonian "god" Marduk.
ASHTORETH, the name of the supreme goddess of Canaan and the female counterpart of Baal, was also known as Astarte:  ash'-to-reth, ash-to reth (`ashtoreth; plural `ashtaroth; Astarte).  Many historians agree that the devotion to the Virgin Mary in Lebanon replaced the Phoenician worship of Astarte. Temples and shrines to Astarte were converted to Christian places of worship, honoring the Virgin. This is also true in Magdhdouché where within the vicinity of Our Lady of Mantara are the remains of a shrine to Astarte.[1]  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Our_Lady_of_Mantara

Middle Ages 
During the reign of Emperor Constantine, (Note:  Constantine was a Sun-god worshipper, and did NOT convert to Christianity but used this to alliance himself for political advantage with the Christian Church, www.alemattec.com/Liturgical year --  SEASONS or TIMES.doc) his mother, Saint Helena of Constantinople, requested in 324 D.C. the destruction of all pagan temples and idols dedicated to Astarte. The Astarte shrine in Magdhdouché was probably destroyed at that time and converted to a place of devotion to the Holy Mother.[2]
Since the early Christian era, the inhabitants of Magdhdouché have venerated (worshiped) the cave where the Virgin Mary rested while she waited for her son, Jesus to finish preaching in Sidon. Saint Helena asked the Bishop of Tyre to consecrate a little chapel at the cave, www.alemattec.com/Roman Catholic 'church' created Islam, and many other false religions, Mormons, etc, and worships Baal, and Ties, and  Illuminati Symbols_ Part 1.htm, in Magdhdouché. She sent the people of Magdhdouché an icon (idol) of the Mother and Child and some altar furnishings.
www.alemattec.com/Roman Catholic 'church' created Islam, and many other false religions, Mormons, etc, and worships Baal, and Ties, and  Illuminati Symbols_ Part 2.htm

www.alemattec.com/Roman Catholic 'church' created Islam, and many other false religions, Mormons, etc, and worships Baal, and Ties, and  Illuminati Symbols_ Part 3.htm
www.alemattec.com/Roman Catholic 'church' created Islam, and many other false religions, Mormons, etc, and worships Baal, and Ties, and  Illuminati Symbols_Part 4.htm

Historians believe that Saint Helena asked the people to name the chapel, and they named it “Our Lady of Mantara” or “Our Lady of the Awaiting” because it was there that the Holy Mother waited for her son.[3] Mantara is derivative of the Semitic root ntr, which means “to wait."[1]
Thus, you often see Mary coming out of a grotto, a cave:  www.alemattec.com/Free Masons, the Jewish Tulmud, the Roman Catholic 'church,' and Aleister Crowley . . . .doc
Baal and Ashtareth are represented by Jesus and Mary in the Roman Catholic "church", as Roman Catholic system worships Baal, www.alemattec.com/Baal worship, Babylonian worship by the Roman Catholic 'church'.htm, and is parallel with the Egyptian goddess Isis who nurses Horus, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Egypte_louvre_029.jpg, from (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isis), and as Semiramis nursed Tammuz, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Semiramis.  Hmmm, I wonder if this is who Elvis spoke:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2wQFaX83l1E .

Semiramis Hotel Damascus Syria
http://www.syriahotelresort.com/semiramishotel/index.html

"The Druids of Britain and Gaul had a deep knowledge concerning the mysteries of Isis and worshiped her under the symbol of the moon. The moon was chosen for Isis because of its domination over water. The Druids consider the sun to be the father and the moon the mother of all things." Secret Teachings of All Ages, p. LXVIII.
Much of the Old Testament, certainly much of the message ofthe prophets, is indiscernable without at least a perfunctory understanding of the worship of Baal. Every reference to idolatry among God‘s people unless otherwise specified is a reference to Baal worship.  Of the seven immediate neighbors of Israel, only Moab worshiped other major deities. Moab’s major deity was Chemosh. It is easily demonstrated that Chemosh was simply Baal with a strong Jeh (Jehovah) influence.

Judah worshipped Jehovah, but the influence of Baal was so great that the Jehovah of Judah during the period of the minor Prophets is scarcely discernable from Chemosh of Moab.

Some historians have tried to show that Baal was not one god, but merely a common name ascribed to the local deities of the middle eastern peoples. Careful tracing of the worship performed in his honor, and of the nature ascribed to Baal himself indicates otherwise. The various Blaalism worshiped in different localities were one and the same god in various guises and with varying local coloration

(Coloration: A chameleon talent).  Chameleon: A type of lizard that can change the color of its skin to look like the colors that are around it. A person who often changes his or her beliefs or behavior in order to please others or to succeed.

The Prophets frequently allude to this allegory of Baalism, wherever
the mystery religion spread. From Babylon to Assyria and Syria, to Egypt, to Greece, and finally to Rome, the evidence points to the goddess-mother herself along with the child and the father (Father:  priests or pope) as the same unholy trinity.


The child presented as a full grown deity is presented under the name of Ninus to Babylon, Baal in Assyria, Syria and Israel, Osiris in Egypt, Dionysus in Greece and Bacchus in Rome are ALL one and the same god. So much so, in fact, that sometimes even the name is the same from place to place.

The multiplicity in each locale of worship is multiplied by the far reaching locations of Baal's influence.  The roots of Baal worship are buried in the silt of Noah‘s flood and the confusion of tongues at the Tower of Babel. Its beginnings were apparently brought about, not through the evolution of religious thought, but deliberately as a device to aid in the building of the early Babylonian empire, “Knowing God, they glorified Him not as God.”
Romans 1:21
21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were 

thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.
Note:  The evolution of thought, traceable in the spread of the “Mystery cults,” as this worship is known, throughout the ancient Middle Eastern world and the Mediterranean basin is to be accounted for on the basis of local coloration and custom as they entered the idolatrous religions from place to place.  It was as the originator of false religion that Babylon earned the title “mother of harlots.”
Micah 1:7
7 And all the graven images thereof shall be beaten to pieces, and all the 

hires thereof shall be burned with the fire, and all the idols thereof 

will I lay desolate: for she gathered it of the hire of an harlot, and they shall return to the hire of an harlot.
Revelation 17:5
5 And upon her forehead was a name written, Mystery, Babylon The Great, The Mother Of Harlots And Abominations Of The Earth.
-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
www.Alemattec.com 
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