
1 Corinthians 2:14-16


14But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

 15But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man.


A Spiritual man, a man Born of the Holy Spirit, Born Again, judgeth all things, is a Judge looking at things through Spiritual Eyes, using discernment that God has given him by His Holy Spirit, yet he himself is judged by no man.  Judgment of the Born Again is reserved to Jesus Christ alone.

Now wait a minute!  I though that we were not to judge?  Huh, but a Spiritual man, a man Born of the Holy Spirit, Born Again, judgeth all things, is a Judge looking at things through Spiritual Eyes, using discernment that God has given him by His Holy Spirit . . .  He Judges ALL THINGS, not just Spiritual things . . .  When we use our Judgment to Judge others, we are called to show mercy.

 16For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? but we have the mind of Christ.


People, even the heathen, like to quote the Holy Bible, "Judge not and ye shall not be judged."  They like that, that no one would judge them for their sin.  They take out of context what Jesus taught.  What Jesus was saying is that we don't Judge using an unrighteous standard.  We don't have sin in our lives, then unjustly point out the sin in another's life.  We are called to be Holy, and separate ourselves from the ways of the world, which are evil, controlled by “the spirit of the power of air, satan”.  We are called to Judge.  Don't you know that we will Judge Angels?


Luke 6:33-38

 33And if ye do good to them which do good to you, what thank have ye? for sinners also do even the same. 

 34And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what thank have ye? for sinners also lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 

 35But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil. 

 36Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful. 

 37Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven:


We ought to find fault with one another when one errs in Spiritual matters, but we must beware we do not do it without cause, or to seem Holier than others or because of hatred of others.  To "judge" here does not exactly mean to pronounce condemnatory judgment, nor does it refer to simple judging at all, whether favorable or the reverse. The context makes it clear that the thing here condemned is that disposition to look unfavorably on the character and actions of others, which leads invariably to the pronouncing of rash, unjust, and unlovely judgments upon them. No doubt it is the judgments so pronounced which are here spoken of; but what our Lord aims at is the spirit out of which they spring. Provided we eschew (eschew - avoid or shun) this unlovely spirit, we are not only warranted to sit in Judgment upon a brother's character and actions, but in the exercise of a necessary discrimination are often constrained (constrained here meaning compelled by moral force) to do so for our own guidance. It is the violation of the Law of love involved in the exercise of a censorious disposition which alone is here condemned. Here then, is the argument against it--"that ye be not judged"--confirms this: "that your own character and actions be not pronounced upon with the like severity"; that is, at the great day.''  Show mercy when mercy is to be shown, as the Holy Spirit guides you.

 38Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.

Give into your bosom. The loose garment of a Jew was belted at the waist, and in its capacious bosom grain, or other articles, were carried, when there was too much to carry alone in one's hands.

Do good to them that are your enemies, those that hate you for being Christ like, for they hated Him first.  Even the evil do good to those who are good to them.  Lend expecting to receive nothing in return.  Heathen don't do that, for they always expect their return plus interest.  How are we to lend?  Give to your enemies, and it shall be given you.  What is the "it"?  Give and "it" will be given unto you.  What you give in measure is the "it."  Mercy, the same will be given you.  Lend money, doesn't mean you will receive money now from God, though as some preach the Gospel.

Give, and it shall be given unto you. This not necessarily a promise of the return of our gift in kind. It rather means that we shall receive an equivalent in joy and in that blessedness which the Lord Jesus Christ meant when he said, "It is more blessed to give than to receive."

Acts 20:35

 35I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive.

There are many words of the Lord Jesus Christ, not written in this book, that were give to His Disciples.  Here, in Acts 20:35 above, a very famous quote of the Lord Jesus Christ given us by the Apostle Paul, but which is not found in the Gospels, except in parable format: 

Luke 14:12-14

 12Then said he also to him that bade him, When thou makest a dinner or a supper, call not thy friends, nor thy brethren, neither thy kinsmen, nor thy rich neighbours; lest they also bid thee again, and a recompence be made thee. 

 13But when thou makest a feast, call the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind: 

 14And thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee: for thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the just.


You are blessed more, because you are giving to one who cannot repay, who cannot recompense thee.  You will be repaid at the resurrection of the just, those Justified by God through and by the Lord Jesus Christ.  When the just shall receive their reward, absent any condemnation.  There is no condemnation for His family (His world), the Elect.  Their sins have been forgiven, and He remembers them no more.

John 20:30-31

 30And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: 

 31But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.


It is more blessed to give than to receive: it is more comfortable, honorable, pleasant, and profitable: the giver is in a more comfortable situation, having an abundance, at least a sufficiency, and something to spare; whereas the receiver is often in want and distress, and so uncomfortable: it is an honor to give; an honor is reflected upon the giver, both by the receiver, and others.  When to receive is an instance of meanness for most, and carries in it, among men, some degree of dishonor: it is a pleasure to a good man to distribute to the necessities of others.  It cannot be grateful to a man to be in such circumstances, as make it necessary for him to receive from others, and be dependent on them.  Great are the advantages and profit which a cheerful giver reaps, both in this world, and that to come: wherefore the conclusion which the Apostle Paul would have drawn from hence is, that it is much more eligible for a man to work with his own hands, and support himself, and assist others, than to receive at the hands of others.

Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over. The figurative language is borrowed from the market where the salesman, grateful for past kindnesses, endeavors, by pressing, shaking, and piling up, to put more grain into the measure for us that it will contain, so much so that it overflows, not just the standard measure. 
Shall they give into your bosom. Pockets were unknown to the ancients, and what they wished to take with them was carried in the fold in the bosom of the coat, the girdle below holding it up. Ruth bore this a heavy burden in her mantle which, in the Authorized Version, that is the King James version, is mistakenly called the "veil": 



Ruth 3:15

15Also he said, Bring the vail that thou hast upon thee, and hold it. And when she held it, he measured six measures of barley, and laid it on her: and she went into the city.

All these sayings the Lord Jesus Christ often used; it was easy to apply them. We ought to be very careful when we blame others; for we need allowance ourselves. Judge with a righteous standard.  If we are of a giving and a forgiving spirit, we shall ourselves reap the benefit, as we show mercy toward others. Though full and exact returns are not made here, but are made in another world, no not in this world, yet Providence does what should encourage us in doing good. Those who follow the multitude to do evil, follow in the broad way that leads to destruction. The tree is known by its fruits; may the Word of Christ be so grafted in our hearts, that we may be fruitful in every good word and work. What the mouth commonly speaks, generally agrees with what is most in his heart. Those only make sure work for their souls and eternity, and take the course that will profit in a trying time, who think, speak, and act according to the Words of Christ Jesus. Those who take pains in and look toward being Christ like, who have found their hope upon Christ, who is the Rock of Ages, and other foundation can no man lay. In death and Judgment they are safe, being kept by the Power of God, and by the Lord Jesus Christ, through faith unto Salvation, and they shall never perish.

What is given, or laid out, or lent and lost on earth, from a true principle of charity (love), will be made up to us in the other world, unspeakably to our advantage. "You shall not only be repaid, but rewarded, greatly rewarded; it will be said to you, Come, ye blessed, inherit the kingdom."

It will redound to our honor; for herein we shall resemble God in His goodness, which is the greatest glory: "Ye shall be the children of the Highest."   As we are owned by Him as His children, being like Him, as He gives us His very nature, and Adopts us into Himself by the Lord Jesus Christ.

It is the Glory of God that He is kind to the unthankful and to the evil, bestows the gifts of common Providence even upon the worst of men, who are every day provoking Him, and rebelling against Him, and using those very gifts to His dishonor.  Hence the Lord Jesus Christ infers (Luke 6:36), Be merciful, as your Father is merciful; this explains Matthew 5:48,  48Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.  Imitate your Father in those things that are His brightest perfections. (Remember, the word Perfect in Holy Scripture means:  whole, complete, fully mature).

Those that are merciful as God is merciful, even to the evil and the unthankful, are perfect as God is perfect; bond of perfectness: so He is pleased graciously to accept it, though our attempt falls short. Charity= (that is Love),  is called the bond of perfectness.  Bond is that which ties us to the Perfect, Lord Jesus Christ.  Put on love which ties us to the Lord Jesus Christ.  We are known by our love one toward another . . . 

Colossians 3:14

 14And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.

This should strongly engage us to be merciful to others, especially the Brethren, even such as have been injurious to us, not only that God is so to others, but that He is so to us, though we have been, and are, evil and unthankful; it is of His mercies that we are not consumed.

1 Thessalonians 3:11-13

 11Now God himself and our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, direct our way unto you. 

 12And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love one toward another, and toward all men, even as we do toward you: 

 13To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.

Psalm 103:3-5

 3Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; 

 4Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies; 

 5Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle's.

Psalm 119:77-78 

 77Let thy tender mercies come unto me, that I may live: for thy law is my delight. 

 78Let the proud be ashamed; for they dealt perversely with me without a cause: but I will meditate in thy precepts.

Matthew 7:1-4

 1Judge not, that ye be not judged. 

 2For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again. 

 3And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye? 

 4Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye?

The Lord Jesus Christ is hated in this world, because sin is loved. If they had not hated saving knowledge given by the Lord Jesus Christ, they would not sit down contentedly in condemning ignorance against Him and His Word. On the other hand, renewed hearts bid this Light of the World, (World =His family), welcome. A Justified man, made Righteous by the Lord Jesus Christ acts truly and sincerely in all he does. He desires to know what the Will of God is, and to do it, though against his own worldly interest.

One Born Again by God's Holy Spirit, has a change in his whole character and conduct. The love of God is shed abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghost, and is become the commanding principle of his actions.

So long as he continues under a load of unforgiven guilt, there can be little else than slavish fear of God; but when his doubts are done away, when he is given Spiritual eyes and sees the righteous ground whereon his forgiveness is built, the Rock, the Lord Jesus Christ, he rests on It (this Rock) as his own (Matthew 7:24-25 below), and is united to God by unfeigned love. Our works are good when the Will of God is the rule of them, and the Glory of God the end of them; when they are done in His strength, and for His sake; to Him, and not to men.

Regeneration, or the New Birth, being Born Again, is a subject to which the (world, satan's family, his children,) are very averse indeed.  It is, however, the grand concern, in comparison with which everything else is but trifling. What does it signify though we have food to eat in plenty, and variety of raiment to put on, looked up to by men, with worldly wealth aplenty, if we are not Born Again? If after a few mornings and evenings spent in unthinking mirth, carnal pleasure, and riot, we die in our sins, and lie down in sorrow for all eternity? What does it signify though we are well able to act our parts in life, in every other respect, if at last we hear from the Supreme Judge, the Lord Jesus Christ, as He spoke in Matthew 7:23 ". . .  I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity."

Matthew 7:22-29

 22Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 

 23And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 

 24Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: 

 25And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. 

 26And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: 

 27And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it. 

 28And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were astonished at his doctrine: 

 29For he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.

John 17:8

 8For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send me.


Many preach, not understanding the fullness of Holy Scripture, that one does something, "Receives their Salvation by them making a choice."  They as soverign decide to "receive" Christ, "receive" God's Grace, which is a free Gift of God.)  Let's see what the Word says in John 17:8 above.  " . . . and they have received them . . . "  The word "received" can mean two different things.  One gives all Honor and Glory to God, the other man shares Honor and Glory with God.

Received in the Greek means either:

1. to receive what is offered 

2. not to refuse or reject

#1.)  To have man receive his Salvation, as an act that man through his soverign will "decides" to be saved, shares Honor and Glory with God, as man makes the "choice."  Man does the choosing, not God.

True meaning, though, is understanding #2:

#2.)  They have NOT refused your Word that You have given them, gives all Honor and Glory to God the Father.  God the Father gives the Holy Ghost, His Holy Spirit to the Elect whom He Chose before the foundation of the world.  They do nothing for this, as they were Chosen.

2 Timothy 2:3-5

 3Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 

 4No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.

Warreth?  Warreth again satan and his family, his "world."  

Warreth in the Greek means:

1. to make a military expedition, to lead soldiers to war or to battle, (spoken of a commander) 

2. to do military duty, be on active service, be a soldier 

3. to fight, stand to fight

4. strong, firm, immovable, solid, hard, rigid 

a. in a bad sense, cruel, stiff, stubborn, hard 

b. in a good sense, firm, steadfast 

5. to cause or make to stand, to place, put, set 

a. to bid to stand by, [set up] 

1. in the presence of others, in the midst, before judges, before members of the Sanhedrin; 

2. to place 

b. to make firm, fix establish 

1. to cause a person or a thing to keep his or its place 

2. to stand, be kept intact (of family, a kingdom), to escape in safety 

3. to establish a thing, cause it to stand 1b 

6. to uphold or sustain the authority or force of anything 

1. to set or place in a balance 

1. to weigh: money to one (because in very early times before the introduction of coinage, the metals used to be weighed) 

6. to stand 

a. to stand by or near 

1. to stop, stand still, to stand immovable, stand firm 2a 

b. of the foundation of a building 

c. to stand 

1. continue safe and sound, stand unharmed, to stand ready or prepared 

2. to be of a steadfast mind 

3. of quality, one who does not hesitate, does not waiver 

 5And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully.


Why does the second work in Holy Scripture, and not the first above?  God will NOT share His Glory with another, nor will He give His Glory to another . . .

Isaiah 42:7-9

 7To open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house. 

 8I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven images. 

 9Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new things do I declare: before they spring forth I tell you of them.

So we can see that #2 above is the clear understanding of Holy Scripture, They have NOT refused your Word that You have given them . . .  Why?  The Lord Jesus Christ has kept them in God's name, and none are lost . . .  See John 17:12 below:

John 17:11-13

 11And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are. 

 12While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled. 

 13And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves.

Conclusion:  We are called to Judge, but Judge righteously, according to God's standard, His Word.  Even those who are the least esteemed within the Church, will Judge.  Many times, people who are highly esteemed, even Christians, can get confused with their own importance, and their Judgment comes from pride.  Judgment should always come from wisdom.  As we have knowledge, and then understand and apply that knowledge, that is wisdom.  Wisdom is the ability to discern or judge what is true, right, lasting; meaning with insight.

1 Corinthians 6:1-4 

 1Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law before the unjust, and not before the saints? 

 2Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters? 

 3Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more things that pertain to this life? 

 4If then ye have judgments of things pertaining to this life, set them to judge who are least esteemed in the church.

 5I speak to your shame. Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you? no, not one that shall be able to judge between his brethren?


Not judgments relating to life and death, for these were not in the power of even the Jewish Sanhedrim, and much less of a Christian community, the Church, but were wholly in the power of the Civil Authorities, at that time of the Roman Magistrates.  What is spoken of here are judgments relating to the common affairs of life.

To set them to judge who are least esteemed in the Church, meaning, not those of the lowest circumstances of life, and of the meanest abilities and capacities, for in the next verse the Apostle Paul requires a wise man for such a business; i.e.:  a private person, layman, who is not in any Office nor authority within the Church, in distinction from Pastors and other Elders, and Deacons, that are in Church Offices, with power, and high esteem, whom he would not have troubled with cases of this nature.

Rather, the Apostle Paul states that they should choose out from among the Brethren a man of the best judgment and capacity, to be an umpire and arbitrator in such worldly matters, which do not so properly come under the notice and cognizance of spiritual guides.  This man who has wisdom, being judged by others within the Church as a proper person to make a sound Judgment, is to be chosen by the people to arbitrate matters in difference between them.  This type of man is who the Apostle Paul means, at least alludes to, before whom he would have the causes brought.


Paul (<:)
Jesus first!


