2 Corinthians 12:7-9

7 And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure.

8 For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me.

9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.


Some, speak of the Apostle Paul's thorn in the flesh, pitch upon the lust of uncleanness, but this is to do injury to the character of so Holy an Apostle, and to represent him as a false Apostle, against whom he was guarding and warning others.  Still, others think that a variety of afflictions, reproaches, and persecutions, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake and the Gospel, are here meant, which were as pricking briers and grieving thorns to him:


Ezekiel 28:24

24 And there shall be no more a pricking brier unto the house of Israel, nor any grieving thorn of all that are round about them, that despised them; and they shall know that I am the Lord God.


Which were given and ordered by Divine appointment for the Apostle Paul's good; this sense a thorn in the flesh" is metaphorical, and the other, a "messenger of Satan," is literal, and explains it; and the whole may be read thus, "there was given to me a thorn in the flesh," satan, "the angel satan to buffet me"; so that satan, who was once an "angel of light", now "an angel of darkness," is the "thorn in the flesh"; and might be to have appeared visibly to the Apostle Paul from time to time, in a very terrible manner, and which was very grievous to be borne; satan might have been given permission to have great power over his body, as satan had over Job's, to use it ill, to beat and buffet it; for this also may be taken literally: and he might likewise in other ways greatly distress him by stirring up the corruptions of his heart; by following him with his satanical injections, suggestions, and temptations; by raising violent persecutions against the noble Apostle Paul, and instigating many of his emissaries as that some particular emissary of Satan, either some one of the false apostles and teachers, who greatly opposed him, as Alexander the Coppersmith, who did him much harm; or such an one as Hymenaeus or Philetus, that blasphemed and spoke evil of him; or some violent persecutor of him is intended. Or even having to stand again the Apostle Peter:  Galatians 2:11, as satan was sifting the Apostle Peter like wheat:  Luke 22:31-32.  True, all of these were against him, and done by satan, to them by Divine appointment to strengthen their faith -- so they could strengthen the Brethren.  

2 Corinthians 12:7-9

7 And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure.

8 For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me.

9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.


So as not to be elated in his mind, and swelled with a vain conceit of himself:  through the abundance of the revelations the Apostle Paul had received; for he had not only one or two, or a few, but an abundance of them by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, as Saul was now a Chosen vessel of the Lord, Called by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth to be an Apostle -- one to receive direct revelations of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth Himself; and which, as everything does but Grace, tended to lift up his mind, to stir up the pride of a man's heart, and thus to keep the Apostle Paul humble so as not to entertain too high and exalted thoughts of himself, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth afflicted the Apostle Paul. Pride is naturally in every man's heart; converted persons, True Worshipers, those Born Again, the Elect of God are not without it; in that knowledge, gifts, and revelations given to us as we study Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible are apt to puff up a man with spiritual self-pride, unless counterbalanced and over poised by the Grace of God. This great Apostle, the Apostle Paul was not out of danger by them, for he was not already perfect (perfect meaning -- made whole or complete); wherefore to prevent an excess of pride and vanity in him on account of them, he says,:  there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me; . . .

Many have been the thoughts and conjectures of men about what is here meant by the Apostle Paul. This ought to be allowed and taken for granted, that the thorn in the flesh, and the messenger of satan, are by design one and the same thing; the former is a figurative expression, the latter a literal one, and explanative of the former. Some have thought that corporeal afflictions are here designed, which may be compared to thorns:  which are not joyous, but grievous to the flesh, and come not by chance, but are by Divine appointment, that is sent by God to humble a man, and are designed and made use of, to hide pride from men; and sometimes, by Divine permission, satan is granted a hand in inflicting them, as in the case of Job: whilst such a general sense is kept to, it is not to be despised, without entering into the particular bodily disorder with which the Apostle was afflicted.  Some say it was choleic, others it was gout, other a severe pain in his ear, and yet others severe headaches; which the latter it is said the Apostle Paul had much troubled with.  Still, others think, the Apostle Paul is speaking of the corruptions of nature, are here intended which in regenerate persons are left, that is the old nature still comes to the surface, which Christians are to wrestle against, which is part of our spiritual warfare Ephesians 6:12; but these are mere conjectures and speculation.  As the Canaanites were in the land, to be "thorns" in the eyes and sides of the the Jews:


Joshua 23:13
13 Know for a certainty that the Lord your God will no more drive out any of these nations from before you; but they shall be snares and traps unto you, and scourges in your sides, and thorns in your eyes, until ye perish from off this good land which the Lord your God hath given you.

Note:  the Hebrew for scourges mean, act part of an otherwise unused root meaning (properly, to pierce)  a piercing pain (to the Apostle Paul, headaches).  Thorn in the Hebrew means:  from an unused root meaning to be prickly, sharp pain, to goad:  something that pains as if by pricking : thorn, something that urges or stimulates into action : spur, a pointed rod used to urge on an animal to cause the animal to do work.


I believe from the study of Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible that the Apostle Paul was referencing Joshua 23:13 directly above. The thorn in his flesh (side), or the scourges in his side (which was to him severe headaches, which included (thorns) or pain in his eyes) and along with that there was set before him snares and traps (that is, the Judaizers mainly, and others), which the Apostle Paul had to constantly fight.  The point being, the Apostle Paul was going blind.  His going blind was accompanied by headaches, and nausea.  Possibly, what is called today:  Leber Hereditary Optic Neuropathy, http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK1174/.  (In about 25% of cases of Leber Hereditary Optic Neuropathy, visual loss is bilateral at onset. Visual acuity is severely reduced to counting fingers or worse in the majority of cases, and visual field testing shows an enlarging dense central or centrocecal scotoma. After the acute phase, the optic discs become atrophic. Significant improvements in visual acuity are rare and most persons qualify for registration as legally blind (visual acuity ≤20/200).  Whether or not his was the diagnosis, of course we simply do not know.  Just showing this as a possibility.  Or, it could be that the Apostle Paul, then Saul, was completely healthy, and that the Lord Jesus Christ, Sovereign through a miracle struck the Apostle Paul blind.  At any rate, the vision that the Apostle Paul saw, that of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth made him immediately blind for three days.

These, thorns in the flesh, as a messenger from satan, to be sure, were felt by the Apostle Paul, and were very grievous and humbling to him, and were no doubt sometimes stirred up by satan, by the fierce spiritual battles he fought against the Judaizers and others, which made him complain bitterly, and groan earnestly.



Acts 9:1-18

1 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest,

2 And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.

3 And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven:

4 And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?

5 And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.

6 And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.

7 And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man.

8 And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus.

9 And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink.

10 And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord.

11 And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth,

12 And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he might receive his sight.

13 Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem:

14 And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name.

15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel:

16 For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake.

17 And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost.

18 And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized.


The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth had blinded the Apostle Paul for three days.  In the process, the blinding caused nausea, much like a migraine headache:


Acts 9:9
9 And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink.

Without sight for three days, a continued problem with headaches, and the headaches caused nausea, the thorn there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, . . .  So, even with headaches and nausea, the Apostle Paul was being goaded by satan (under the Authority of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth), which urged the Apostle Paul, stimulated him to action, to do His work, the work of an Apostle, to Preach the Gospel, in season and out of season, and in so doing it was a constant struggle until the very end, when the Apostle Paul finished the race set before him, goaded on by satan, being Divinely led, all the while as he was going blind.  So that the Apostle Paul adds, so that lest I should be exalted above measure; for such ends and purposes does the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, in His infinite and Divine wisdom, does deal with His people, building His Church. 

Thorn in the Hebrew means:  from an unused root meaning to be prickly, sharp pain, to goad:  something that pains as if by pricking : thorn, something that urges or stimulates into action : spur, a pointed rod used to urge on an animal to cause the animal to do work.

The evidence that the Apostle Paul was going blind is shown here:
 
1 Corinthians 16:21
21 The salutation of me Paul with mine own hand.

Galatians 6:11
11 Ye see how large a letter I have written unto you with mine own hand.

Note:  large in the Greek means:   how large, how great:  denoting geometrical magnitude meaning size not length.  The base word magni means:  MAKE LARGER,MAGNIFIES.


-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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