Most Worship Is Idolatry, according to the Holy Bible (the Second Commandment, or The Regulative Principle Of Worship).  By which one who is Born Again, a True Worshiper of God MUST see where the idolatry of what the Churches today call Worship lies. The instituting of any, though the smallest part of Worship, in and by man's own authority, without Scripture-warrant, makes it idolatrous, as well as if we Worshiped an idol".
Matthew 15:9
9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.

The Regulative Principle of Worship declares that God alone is Sovereign in Worship and declares in Holy Scripture how God is to be Worshiped, and how God is NOT to be Worshiped which is given as examples throughout Holy Scripture.  These examples, i.e.:  how God was either pleased with man's Worship, or was displeased with man's Worship is used to regulate Calvinist Worship. Calvinism view of God and Salvation applies to Calvinist Worship of God, i.e.:  this principle of God's Sovereign Lordship is applied in Worship of the One Triune God.  Whereas, the Arminianism view declares that what God does NOT specifically forbid in Worship, even when illustrated as a principle within Holy Scripture, is fully permissible, "because God knows our heart".  (Yes, by the way, God does, Jeremiah 17:9).  Thus, applying the Arminianism principles instead of the Calvinist view of God's Sovereign Lordship in Worship, becomes man's "free will" to Worship as he pleases, i.e.: becomes "will Worship," which is "offered to God" as man's sovereign lordship to worship as he wills.

Just as fallen man naturally seeks to impose his will in Salvation (after all they claim, God did not make us robots, therefore "I can cooperate with God in Salvation, as I have a natural freedom (free will) to choose the Lord Jesus Christ as my Savior when I want").  So then, fallen man naturally seeks to impose "his will in Worship" in that he believes he can "cooperate with God in Worship by adding exactly what he desires so long as God doesn't, in "simple terms" specifically forbid it, i.e.:  "Christian rap 'music,'"  www.alemattec.com/Music, Musick in the 'churches' 1 of 7.htm, break dancing, blessing animals, www.alemattec.com/The Apostasy of the Episcopal 'church' of  Saint John the Devine Cathedral in New York City . . . .doc, ordination of women, www.alemattec.com/Against Women Preaching.doc, ordination of sodomites, etc . . . which under the Calvinist Regulative Principle of Worship would simply NOT EVER be allowed).  Just as God condemns a man-centered Salvation, so too God condemns a man-centered Worship as mere "will worship and humility," which indeed may have a shew of (worldly) wisdom after the "Commandments and Doctrines of men," Titus 1:10-15.


The Regulative Principle of Worship is God's ordained Law for Worship.  There is no neutrality in the way in which we can approach God in Worship. Either we approach the One Triune Living God according to God's revealed Word, i.e.:  as illustrated in Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible (i.e. by the Regulative Principle of Worship,) or we approach God according to "man's revealed word". 

"The human mind is, so to speak, a perpetual forge of idols." - John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, Book One, Chapter 11.8, Beveridge Edition
Colossians 2:18-23

18 Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind,

19 And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God.

20 Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances,

21 (Touch not; taste not; handle not;

22 Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men?

23 Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body: not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh.
"Some one will therefore ask me what counsel I would like to give to a believer who thus dwells in some Egypt or Babylon "church," where he may not worship God purely, but is forced by "the common practice" to accommodate himself to bad things. The first advice would be to leave [i.e. relocate] if he could [to a Church that Preaches the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ].  If someone has no way to depart, I would counsel him to consider whether it would be possible for him to abstain from all idolatry in order to preserve himself pure and spotless toward God in both body and soul. Then let him Worship God in private (at home), praying him to restore his poor "church to its right estate." - John Calvin.  Come Out From Among Them, The Anti-Nicodemite Writings of John Calvin, Protestant Heritage Press, "A Short Treatise," pp. 93-94, emphases added.
In man's "will worship," using man's free will to "worship God" as he pleases, ignoring God's instruction, God's Law, God's Commands throughout Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, pleases man but in this "man center worship," in which he Assembles together with others of like mind, and "pays false teachers" to tell him/them what makes them feel good, 2 Timothy 4:1-4" and in this "man centered, free will worship" he covets," and in so doing he worships idols of his own making, himself.  Man through his insistence in looking at the Holy Bible through the "lens" of his "right," his "free will" to worship the way he pleases "worships" a "god" of his own making, by the false worship of doing what God had Commanded him/them not, neither had this type of "worship" was ever in God's heart for man:

Jeremiah 7:31
31 And they have built the high places of Tophet, which is in the valley of the son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and their daughters in the fire; which I commanded them not, neither came it into my heart.

"...God here cuts off from men every occasion for making evasions, since he condemns by this one phrase, "I have not Commanded them," whatever the Jews devised. There is then no other argument needed to condemn superstitions or man's "free will worship," than that they are not Commanded by God: for when men allow themselves to Worship God according to their own fancies, and attend not to God's Commands, they pervert true religion.  And if this principle (i.e.:  NOT to Worship falsely by what God had NOT Commanded) was adopted by the Papists, i.e.:  " . . . I Commanded them not, . . ." all those fictitious modes of "worship," in which they absurdly exercise themselves, would fall to the ground. It is indeed a horrible thing for the Papists to seek to discharge their duties towards God by performing their own superstitions. There is an immense number of them, as it is well known, and as it manifestly appears. Were they to admit this principle, that we cannot rightly Worship God except by obeying God's Word, they would be delivered from their deep abyss of error. The Prophet Jeremiah's words then are very important, when he says, that God had Commanded no such thing, and that it never came to God's mind, as though he had said, that men assume too much wisdom, when they devise what God never Commanded, required, nor desired, nay, what God never knew in His heart."
- John Calvin, Commentary on Jeremiah 7:31
"... by communing (Communing:  To talk over.  To communicate with someone or something in a very personal or spiritual way.) with idolaters in their rites and ceremonies, we ourselves become guilty of idolatry; even as King Ahaz, 2 Kings 16:10, was an idolater, in that he took the pattern of an altar from idolaters. (Wait!  God NEVER said not to take or copy a pattern of an altar from idolaters!  Certainly, man using his own "free will" to "worship" can make up stuff as he goes that pleases himself, slap a few "God Words" by quoting a Scripture or two out of context, and feel good about his false free will worship, right?).  Therefore, man, according to the Armenian view of Worship, would be allowed such Worship of the Living God, Jehovah, the Lord of Hosts!).

Forasmuch, then, as kneeling before their consecrated bread, and the kneeling down before the sign of the Cross, or by making the "sign of the satanic cross" as the Roman Catholic's do when "signing" themselves, i.e.:  by making the sign of the Cross (Latin: signum crucis), or blessing oneself or "crossing oneself," is a ritual blessing, www.alemattec.com/satanic images of the Vatican, 3.htm, www.alemattec.com/Baal worship, Babylonian worship by the Roman Catholic 'church'.htm.  Or to kneel down before those who surplice (Surplice:  a loose, white piece of clothing which is an outer ecclesiastical vestment usually of knee length with large open sleeves that is worn by "Priests" or singers at "church services," and on festival days (like Christmas, Easter, etc. . . ,).  Bowing down as they do to the altar, administration of the sacraments in various places, etc . . ., these all are the wares of Rome, the baggage of Babylon, the trinkets of the Great Whore, the badges of Popery, the ensigns of the Lord Jesus Christ's enemies, and the very trophies of antichrist.  "Born Again Christians, those Called of God, True Worshipers (my comment added in parenthesis) Christians cannot conform, communicate and symbolize, i.e.:  to Worship God by use of symbols, icons, or idols, or to be unequally yoked with the idolatrous Papists in the use of the same, without making ourselves idolaters by association. Shall the chaste spouse of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth take upon her the ornaments of the Great Whore? Shall the Israel of God symbolize, be Worshiped with symbols, with her who is spiritually called Sodom and Egypt? Shall the Lord's redeemed (purchased, bought) people wear the ensigns of their former captivity? Shall the True Saints of God be seen with the "mark of the beast"? Shall the Christian Church be like the antichristian, the Holy as the profane, pure religion like superstition, or the Temple of God to be like the synagogue of satan?" - George Gillespie, A Dispute Against English Popish Ceremonies, volume one, p. 80 (edited).  George Gillespie (21 January 1613 – 17 December 1648) was a Scottish theologian.

www.alemattec.com/To teach when it is unclean, and when it is clean -- this is the Law of leprosy.doc




Psalm 106:32-43
32 They angered him also at the waters of strife, so that it went ill with Moses for their sakes:
33 Because they provoked his spirit, so that he spake unadvisedly with his lips.
34 They did not destroy the nations, concerning whom the Lord commanded them:
35 But were mingled among the heathen, and learned their works.
36 And they served their idols: which were a snare unto them.
37 Yea, they sacrificed their sons and their daughters unto devils,
38 And shed innocent blood, even the blood of their sons and of their daughters, whom they sacrificed unto the idols of Canaan: and the land was polluted with blood.
39 Thus were they defiled with their own works, and went a whoring with their own inventions.
40 Therefore was the wrath of the Lord kindled against his people, insomuch that he abhorred his own inheritance.
41 And he gave them into the hand of the heathen; and they that hated them ruled over them.
42 Their enemies also oppressed them, and they were brought into subjection under their hand.
43 Many times did he deliver them; but they provoked him with their counsel, and were brought low for their iniquity.
If you search through the whole of the Holy Bible, there is not one sin greater from which God has shown forth His wrath with plagues than idolatry.  Hell is a place for idolaters, who maketh a lie.  "For without are . . . idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie."  A deceived heart turns a man from God, and he maketh a lie, and idol to worship and even to carry around, shown here in his right hand, Isaiah 44:20.  He feedeth on ashes, as for the idolater he delights in what is vain, Proverbs 15:14. 

Revelation 22:15
15 For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.
 "All things considered, certainly it is no small condemnation of us to behold what an ardent zeal the holy martyrs had in the past, especially in comparison with the nonchalance we demonstrate. For as soon as a poor man of that time got so much as a little taste of the true knowledge of God, he did not hesitate to expose himself to the danger involved in confessing his faith. He would have preferred to be burned alive than to go so far as to commit some outward act of idolatry." - John Calvin
www.alemattec.com/Why were the Protestants forefathers burned to the stake.doc
As before, shown below, the Apostle Paul uses the physical world to explain the Spiritual realm, such as in:  www.Alemattec.com/7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.doc.  God had Commanded, not to Covet.  Again, the Apostle Paul uses the physical to explain the Spiritual. 

Exodus 20:1-17
1 And God spake all these words, saying,
2 I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.
3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me.
4 Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.
5 Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me;
6 And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments.
7 Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.
8 Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.
9 Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work:
10 But the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates:
11 For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.
12 Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.
13 Thou shalt not kill.
14 Thou shalt not commit adultery.
15 Thou shalt not steal.
16 Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.
17 Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour's.
Note:  Above is God’s Command in the physical realm, not to Covet.  Covet in the Hebrew means:  To desire strongly; Selfish inordinate (Inordinate:  Exceeding reasonable limits, disorderly, i.e.:  not neat or orderly.) Unregulated (Unregulated  Deprived of regulation, ceased to be regulated, refusing to follow God’s Command, i.e.:  God’s Command not to Covet.) Ungoverned (Ungoverned:  Refusing to officially be controlled or lead, refusing to have exercised continuous Sovereign Authority over, or refusing to have exerted a determining or guiding influence in or over one’s life,) desire.  Strong selfish, inordinate, unregulated, ungoverned desire for:  Beauty, to be greatly beloved,to covet,delectable (Delectable:  Highly pleasing, very pleasant to taste or smell, very attractive thing.) Having a great delight, desire, lust.  To take pleasure in -- of idolatrous tendency, as in:
Exodus 20:17
17 Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour's.
Deuteronomy 5:18
18 Neither shalt thou commit adultery.
Note: Committing adultery is coveting thy neighbour's wife in the PHYSICAL REALM, and in the SPIRITUAL REALM it is idolatry, explained below by the Apostle Paul.
Exodus 34:24
24 For I will cast out the nations before thee, and enlarge thy borders: neither shall any man desire thy land, when thou shalt go up to appear before the Lord thy God thrice in the year.

Note: Part of Coveting is to Desire:  Desire here in the Hebrew means:  To desire, a strong desire, to lust, to take pleasure in to the point of having an idolatrous tendency (Idolatrous:  Of or relating to idolatry, given to idolatry, which is the worship of a picture, image, or likeness of an object as a god.  Immoderate (Immoderate:  Not moderate.  Exceeding just, usual, or suitable bounds.) attachment or devotion to something, strong selfish desire, inordinate, unregulated, ungoverned desire.).  To seek praise, or give praise by eulogizing (Eulogize: To speak or write in high praise of,) or to approve of something that was restricted previously as not approved.  To extol  (Extol:  To praise (someone or something) highly, i.e.:  to glorify (Glorify:  In a negative sense, to honor or praise (a god or goddess) in place of the One Triune God.   To make (something or someone) seem much better or more important than it or they really is/are/were by bestowing honor, praise, or admiration in order to give glory to (as in worship).  To lust (Lust:  An intense longing, or craving for something that brings intense sense of pleasure or delight).
Deuteronomy 7:25
25 The graven images of their gods shall ye burn with fire: thou shalt not desire the silver or gold that is on them, nor take it unto thee, lest thou be snared therin: for it is an abomination to the Lord thy God.
Note:  Part of Coveting is to Desire:  Desire here in the Hebrew means:  To desire, a strong desire, to lust, to take pleasure in to the point of having an idolatrous tendency (Idolatrous:  Of or relating to idolatry, given to idolatry, which is the worship of a picture, image, or likeness of an object as a god.  Immoderate Exceeding just, usual, or suitable bounds.) attachment or devotion to something, strong selfish desire, inordinate, unregulated, ungoverned desire.).  To seek praise, or give praise by eulogizing (Eulogize:  To speak or write in high praise of,) or to approve of something that was restricted previously as not approved. To extol  (Extol:  To praise (someone or something) highly, i.e.:  to glorify (Glorify:  In a negative sense, to honor or praise (a god or goddess) in place of the One Triune God.   To make (something or someone) seem much better or more important than it or they really is/are/were by bestowing honor, praise, or admiration in order to give glory to (as in worship).  To lust (Lust:  An intense longing, or craving for something that brings intense sense of pleasure or delight). 
Joshua 7:21
21 When I saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment, and two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight, then I coveted them, and took them; and, behold, they are hid in the earth in the midst of my tent, and the silver under it.
Note:  Part of Coveting is to Desire:  Desire here in the Hebrew means: To desire, a strong desire, to lust, to take pleasure in to the point of having an idolatrous tendency (Idolatrous:  Of or relating to idolatry, given to idolatry, which is the worship of a picture, image, or likeness of an object as a god.  Immoderate Exceeding just, usual, or suitable bounds.) attachment or devotion to something, strong selfish desire, inordinate, unregulated, ungoverned desire.). To seek praise, or give praise by eulogizing (Eulogize:  To speak or write in high praise of,) or to approve of something that was restricted previously as not approved. To extol  (Extol:  To praise (someone or something) highly, i.e.:  to glorify (Glorify:  In a negative sense, to honor or praise (a god or goddess) in place of the One Triune God.   To make (something or someone) seem much better or more important than it or they really is/are/were by bestowing honor, praise, or admiration in order to give glory to (as in worship).  To lust (Lust:  An intense longing, or craving for something that brings intense sense of pleasure or delight). 
Micah 2:2
2 And they covet fields, and take them by violence; and houses, and take them away: so they oppress a man and his house, even a man and his heritage.

Note: Part of Coveting is to Desire:  Desire here in the Hebrew means:  To desire, a strong desire, to lust, to take pleasure in to the point of having an idolatrous tendency (Idolatrous:  Of or relating to idolatry, given to idolatry, which is the worship of a picture, image, or likeness of an object as a god.  Immoderate Exceeding just, usual, or suitable bounds.) attachment or devotion to something, strong selfish desire, inordinate, unregulated, ungoverned desire.).   To seek praise, or give praise by eulogizing (Eulogize:  To speak or write in high praise of,) or to approve of something that was restricted previously as not approved. To extol  (Extol:  To praise (someone or something) highly, i.e.:  to glorify (Glorify:  In a negative sense, to honor or praise (a god or goddess) in place of the One Triune God.   To make (something or someone) seem much better or more important than it or they really is/are/were by bestowing honor, praise, or admiration in order to give glory to (as in worship).   To lust (Lust: An intense longing, or craving for something that brings intense sense of pleasure or delight).
Proverbs 6:25
25 Lust not after her beauty in thine heart; neither let her take thee with her eyelids.


 
Note: Part of Coveting is to Desire:  Desire here in the Hebrew means:  To desire, a strong desire, to lust, to take pleasure in to the point of having an idolatrous tendency (Idolatrous:  Of or relating to idolatry, given to idolatry, which is the worship of a picture, image, or likeness of an object as a god.  Exceeding just, usual, or suitable bounds.) attachment or devotion to something, strong selfish desire, inordinate, unregulated, ungoverned desire.).  To seek praise, or give praise by eulogizing (Eulogize:  To speak or write in high praise of,) or to approve of something that was restricted previously as not approved. To extol  (Extol:  To praise (someone or something) highly, i.e.:  to glorify (Glorify:  In a negative sense, to honor or praise (a god or goddess) in place of the One Triune God.   To make (something or someone) seem much better or more important than it or they really is/are/were by bestowing honor, praise, or admiration in order to give glory to (as in worship). To lust (Lust:  An intense longing, or craving for something that brings intense sense of pleasure or delight).
Proverbs 12:12
12 The wicked desireth the net of evil men: but the root of the righteous yieldeth fruit.

Note:  Part of Coveting is to Desire:  Desire here in the Hebrew means:  To desire, a strong desire, to lust, to take pleasure in to the point of having an idolatrous tendency (Idolatrous:  Of or relating to idolatry, given to idolatry, which is the worship of a picture, image, or likeness of an object as a god.  Immoderate Exceeding just, usual, or suitable bounds.) attachment or devotion to something, strong selfish desire, inordinate, unregulated, ungoverned desire.). To seek praise, or give praise by eulogizing (Eulogize:  To speak or write in high praise of,) or to approve of something that was restricted previously as not approved. To extol  (Extol:  To praise (someone or something) highly, i.e.:  to glorify (Glorify:  In a negative sense, to honor or praise (a god or goddess) in place of the One Triune God.   To make (something or someone) seem much better or more important than it or they really is/are/were by bestowing honor, praise, or admiration in order to give glory to (as in worship). To lust (Lust: An intense longing, or craving for something that brings intense sense of pleasure or delight).  

Colossians 3:5-7

5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:

6 For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience:
7 In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them.

Note:  Covetousness here in the Greek means:   Covetousness, avarice, aggression, desire for advantage.  Properly, lusting.  Great pleasure in, or the desire for, more (things), i.e. lusting for a greater number of temporal (Temporal:  Secular.  Of or relating to earthly life as opposed to eternity.) things that go beyond what God determines is eternally best (beyond God's preferred-Will).  Avarice (Avarice:  Excessive or insatiable desire (lust) for wealth, gain, i.e.:  greediness, cupidity (Cupidity:  Inordinate desire for wealth).  Aggression (Aggression:  Hostile action against another:  Either God, man, country, or a government.  A forceful action or procedure (as an unprovoked attack) especially when intended to dominate or master.  The practice of making attacks or encroachments; especially:  Unprovoked violation against the integrity of another.  Hostile, injurious, or destructive behavior or outlook. 
Ephesians 5:5
5 For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person,nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.

Note:  Here, covetous in the Greek means:  A covetous or avaricious person; one desirous of having more -- which is used of "a greedy, covetous, rapacious (greedy desiring self satisfaction, or gratification,) person; a defrauder, trampling on the rights of others, trespassing again them." Trespassing:  Wrong or improper act.  An unwarranted infringement against another.  An unlawful act committed on or against another person by infringement against them.  Infringement (Infringement:  An encroachment or trespass on a right or privilege due another). 


Colossians 3:5-17
5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:


Note:  Covetousness here in the Greek means:   Covetousness, avarice, aggression, desire for advantage.  Properly, lusting.  Great pleasure in, or the desire for, more (things), i.e. lusting for a greater number of temporal (Temporal:  Secular.  Of or relating to earthly life as opposed to eternity.) things that go beyond what God determines is eternally best (beyond God's preferred-Will).  Avarice (Avarice:  Excessive or insatiable desire (lust) for wealth, gain, i.e.:  greediness, cupidity (Cupidity:  Inordinate desire for wealth).  Aggression (Aggression:  Hostile action against another:  Either God, man, country, or a government.  A forceful action or procedure (as an unprovoked attack) especially when intended to dominate or master.  The practice of making attacks or encroachments; especially:  Unprovoked violation against the integrity of another.  Hostile, injurious, or destructive behavior or outlook.
The Pharisees coveted, i.e.:  Lusted, having a strong desire and great pleasure in having more temporal, secular, things, and having an insatiable desire for wealth, gain, through their greediness which turned to aggression and avarice in that they then became even hostile to God.  In their coveting, in their lusting after what is rightfully God’s, by desiring men to see them as high, lifted up, being full of self-love, self-pride, having men kiss toward them as they should God alone, Psalm 2:10-12, even to bow down or worship them which any man of God, Acts 10:25-26, or Angel refuses, Revelation 22:8-9.  These, though, the Pharisees coveted, lusted having men to so honor them, and they themselves desiring to place a mere man (firstly them self,) or a woman, or image, or any likeness which would represent their false “god” (which is earthly, in the physical realm)in place of the Triune God  (Spiritual realm) God the Father, God the Son – the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth,God the Holy Ghost,Who aloneis to be bowed down to and worshiped, Isaiah 45:23; Romans 14:11.  Thus, coveting is idolatry, i.e.:  Idolatrous, substituting the physical, earthly, for the Spiritual, Holy.  (Idolatrous:  Of or relating to idolatry, given to idolatry, which is the worship of a picture, image, or likeness of an object as a god.  Immoderate Exceeding just, usual, or suitable bounds.) attachment or devotion to something, strong selfish desire, inordinate, unregulated, ungoverned desire.).  To seek praise, or give praise by eulogizing (Eulogize: To speak or write in high praise of,) or to approve of something that was restricted previously as not approved. To extol  (Extol:  To praise (someone or something) highly, i.e.:  to glorify (Glorify: In a negative sense, to honor or praise (a god or goddess) in place of the One Triune God.   To make (something or someone) seem much better or more important than it, or they, really is/are by bestowing honor, praise, or admiration in order to give glory to (as in worship).  To lust (Lust:  An intense longing, or craving for something that brings intense sense of pleasure or delight).  The Pharisees coveted, lusted, after the Glory due God alone, and which God will NOT share, Isaiah 42:8.
Jehovah God WILL NOT BE WORSHIPED WITH IMAGES, but with words coming from a man’s heart, reins, mind, soul.

6 For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience:
7 In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them.
8 But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth.
9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds;
10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:
11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.
12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;
13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.
14 And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.
15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.
17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.


Colossians 3:5-7

5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:

6 For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience:
7 In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them.
Note:  Covetousness, which is rebellion, disobedience, stubbornness to God’s Word, is sin (iniquity – which is wickedness,  unrighteousness) and idolatry . . .
1 Samuel 15:23
23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, he hath also rejected thee from being king.
Covetousness, which is rebellion -- or disobedience to God’s Word, is sin (iniquity – which is wickedness,  unrighteousness) and idolatry . . .


Matthew 23:1-10
1 Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to his disciples,
2 Saying The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat:
3 All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not ye after their works: for they say, and do not.
4 For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men's shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers.
5 But all their works they do for to be seen of men:  they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their garments,
6 And love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues,
7 And greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi.

Note:  Pride, self-love was the darling, the reigning sin of the Scribes and the Pharisees, the sin that most easily beset them, Hebrews 12:1.  This pride was which our Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth takes all occasions to speak against them.  The Lord Jesus Christ that men through the Word of God, the Holy Bible indeed to give respect to him that Preaches, teaches the Word of God, for it is commendable to do so.  HOWEVER, for him that Preaches or teaches, to demand it, to be puffed up with it pride, to lust after it, Exodus 20:17; Deuteronomy 5:21; Romans 7:7; 2 Peter 2:3, is sinful, and is idolatry.  All sin is against God alone.




Luke 16:1-15
1 And he said also unto his disciples,There was a certain rich man,which had a steward; and the same was accused unto him that he had wasted his goods.

Note:  Whenever the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth explains that "there was a certain . . . man" this is not a parable.  There was a man he was speaking directly concerning.  A parable is a made up story that explains spiritual Truth.  This is not made up, although the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is using it, too, to explain spiritual Truth.

2 And he called him, and said unto him, How is it that I hear this of thee? give an account of thy stewardship; for thou mayest be no longer steward.
3 Then the steward said within himself, What shall I do? for my lord taketh away from me the stewardship: I cannot dig; to beg I am ashamed.
4 I am resolved what to do, that, when I am put out of the stewardship, they may receive me into their houses.
5 So he called every one of his lord's debtors unto him, and said unto the first, How much owest thou unto my lord?
6 And he said, An hundred measures of oil. And he said unto him, Take thy bill, and sit down quickly, and write fifty.
7 Then said he to another, And how much owest thou? And he said, An hundred measures of wheat. And he said unto him, Take thy bill, and write fourscore.
8 And the lord commended the unjust steward, because he had done wisely: for the children of this world are in their generation wiser than the children of light.
9 And I say unto you, Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of unrighteousness; that, when ye fail, they may receive you into everlasting habitations.
10 He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much.
11 If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches?


Note: Here, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth explains the whole point.  The physical realm in which (unrighteous mammon,) is that which men seek -- is money, for earthly things, for the love of which is the root of all evil, 1 Timothy 6:10, and after which in the Spiritual realm, false Teachers do fail after the error of Balaam, Jude 1:11, and are pierced through . . . .  However, the True Riches are held in Heaven and are SPIRITUAL, and are reserved in Heaven for the Born Again Believer by the very Power/Authority of God, 1 Peter 1:1-5.  On earth, that which is Spiritual are talents given by the Holy Spirit to the True Worshipers, the True Saints of God, those Called of God, those Born Again Believers, as explained by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth in:  Matthew 6:19-34; Matthew 18:23-35; Matthew 25:14-30.


12 And if ye have not been faithful in that which is another man's, who shall give you that which is your own?
13 No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.
Note:  Matthew 23:8-10.

14 And the Pharisees also, who were covetous, heard all these things: and they derided him.



Note: Covetousness here in the Greek means:  Covetousness, avarice, aggression, desire for advantage.  Properly, lusting.  Great pleasure in, or the desire for, more (things), i.e. lusting for a greater number of temporal (Temporal:  Secular desire, of or relating to earthly life as opposed to eternity.) things that go beyond what God determines is eternally best (beyond God's preferred-Will).  Avarice (Avarice:  Excessive or insatiable desire (lust) for wealth, gain, i.e.:  greediness, cupidity (Cupidity:  Inordinate desire for wealth).  Aggression (Aggression:  Hostile action against another:  Either God, man, country, or a government.  A forceful action or procedure (as an unprovoked attack) especially when intended to dominate or master.  The practice of making attacks or encroachments; especially:  Unprovoked violation against the integrity of another.  Hostile, injurious, or destructive behavior or outlook.


15 And he said unto them, Ye are they which justify yourselves before men; but God knoweth your hearts: for that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God.




2 Peter 2:3
3 And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.


How much is all this against the spirit of "Christianity" today! The consistent True Worshiper, one Called of God, one Born Again, who as a Disciple, learner, follower, of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is pained by being put into chief places, by being put on a pedestal for their knowledge, as though they have any part themselves of what God alone gives out by measure, Romans 12:3.  Looking today around at the visible "church," the man of God would think this was the"spirit required," i.e.:  to covet, to desire praise of others, being boastful, having self-love, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, 1 Corinthians 4:6; 1 Corinthians 4:18-19; 1 Corinthians 5:2; 1 Corinthians 13:1-8; Colossians 2:18-22, full of pride.  It is plain that a great measure of this antichristian spirit prevails in what is called "Christianity" today.


8 But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren.
9 And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven.
10 Neither be ye called masters: for one is your Master, even Christ.


Note:  The Scribes (Scribes, the Doctors of the Law, i.e.:  Lawyers who formulated the Doctrine,) and Pharisees who explained and taught the Law of Moses to the masses, as well they enforced obedience to it, and "added to it, thus taking away."  If something is clean, whole, perfect, complete -- adding to it diminishes it, as does taking away -- which of course does the same Deuteronomy 4:2; Deuteronomy 12:32; Jeremiah 26:2-3; Revelation 22:11-19.  Here, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth charges them with hypocrisy (That is, being a hypocrite, i.e.:  an actor, only acting the part of loving God and to follow God's Law") in religion. Man can only judge according to outward appearance, but God searches the reins of the heart, Psalm 7:9; Jeremiah 17:10; Revelation 2:23.

Note:  Reins means in the Hebrew:  Kidneys -- an essential organ – Properly, the Inmost being, the inward parts.  A person's innermost feelings, particularly as they come to bear on decision-making.  Their emotions which drives their conscience, "i.e. affections that influence decisions”.   
Matthew 15:9
9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.

The Regulative Principle of Worship declares that God alone is Sovereign in Worship and declares in Holy Scripture how God is to be Worshiped, and how God is NOT to be Worshiped which is given as examples throughout Holy Scripture.  These examples, i.e.:  how God was either pleased with man's Worship, or was displeased with man's Worship is used to regulate Calvinist Worship. Calvinism view of God and Salvation applies to Calvinist Worship of God, i.e.:  this principle of God's Sovereign Lordship is applied in Worship of the One Triune God.  
In man's "will worship," using man's free will to "worship God" as he pleases, ignoring God's instruction, God's Law, God's Commands throughout Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, pleases man but in this "man center worship," in which he Assembles together with others of like mind, and "pays false teachers" to tell him/them what makes them feel good, 2 Timothy 4:1-4" and in this "man centered, free will worship" he covets," and in so doing he worships idols of his own making, himself.  Man through his insistence in looking at the Holy Bible through the "lens" of his "right," his "free will" to worship the way he pleases "worships" a "god" of his own making, by the false worship of doing what God had Commanded him/them not, neither had this type of "worship" was ever in God's heart for man:
Colossians 3:5-7

5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:

6 For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience:
7 In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them.
Note:  Idolatry:  False worship of things that represent God, which includes any graven image, ANY LIKENESS OF ANYTHING in the physical realm that represents God Who is Spiritual, i.e.:  an Icon, Image, Likeness, or making claim of what IS God’s, i.e.:  by Coveting.
Note: Part of Coveting is to Desire:  Desire here in the Hebrew means:  To desire, a strong desire, to lust, to take pleasure in to the point of having an idolatrous tendency (Idolatrous:  Of or relating to idolatry, given to idolatry, which is the worship of a picture, image, or likeness of an object as a god.  Immoderate (Immoderate:  Not moderate.  Exceeding just, usual, or suitable bounds.)  attachment or devotion to something, strong selfish desire, inordinate, unregulated, ungoverned desire.).  To seek praise, or give praise by eulogizing (Eulogize: To speak or write in high praise of,) or to approve of something that was restricted previously as not approved.  To extol  (Extol:  To praise (someone or something) highly, i.e.:  to glorify (Glorify:  In a negative sense, to honor or praise (a god or goddess) in place of the One Triune God.   To make (something or someone) seem much better or more important than it or they really is/are/were by bestowing honor, praise, or admiration in order to give glory to (as in worship).  To lust (Lust:  An intense longing, or craving for something that brings intense sense of pleasure or delight).


Revelation 21:8
8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.
Note:  “But the fearful, . . . “Not the timorous (Timorous:  Timid, of a timid disposition.  One easily frightened.) sheep and lambs of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the dear children of God, who are sometimes of a fearful heart on account of sin, temptation, and temporary unbelief.  Here is meant such who are of cowardly spirits, and are not valiant (Valiant:  Having or showing courage.  Possessing or acting with bravery or boldness.  Marked by, exhibiting, or carried out with courage and/or determination.) for the Truth.  Who, through fear of men, either make no profession of the Lord Jesus Christ and His Gospel, or having made it, drop it, lest they should be exposed to tribulation and persecution by men.  These are they that are afraid of the beast, which can kill only the body instead of fearing the Judge, the one who has the Authority/Power to cast them into Hell, Matthew 10:28; John 5:21-23, www.alemattec.com/Reverend, fear Him . . . .doc and fearing the beast they live in servile bondage to him.
1 John 5:21
21 Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen. 

 

-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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