Moses writes, by the Holy Spirit of God, concerning the life of Abraham and his descendants in Genesis.  " . . . get thee into the land of Moriah; . . . "  The bitterness of grief is not here just a little increased by this circumstance.  God does not require Abraham to put his ONLY son, Isaac immediately to death, but compels him to revolve this execution in his mind during three whole days worth of journey, that in preparing himself to sacrifice his ONLY son, that Abraham may still more severely torture all his own senses.

Genesis 22:1-2
King James Version


1 And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold, here I am.

2 And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.


Note:  Besides, God further leaves Abraham alone with his torturous thoughts as God does not even name the place where He requires that dire sacrifice of Abraham's ONLY son Isaac to be offered, " . . . upon one of the mountains, (God says,) that I will tell thee of.  So even before, when God, Commanded Abraham to leave his country he held his mind in suspense.  However, in this affair, the delay which most cruelly tormented the mind of the Holy man of God, Abraham, as if he had been stretched upon the rack, was still so mentally intolerable.  There was, however, a twofold use of this suspense by God.  (1.) There is nothing to which we are more prone than to be wise beyond our measure (wise in our own eyes or imagination). Therefore, in order that we may become docile, submit to God's Will and be obedient to God, it is profitable for us that we should be deprived of our own wisdom; "at our wits end".  "At our wits end."  We’re out of options, we’re out of ideas, we've no place to go to ease our troubled mind, we don’t know what to say or even what to do. Then, when nothing should be left us to will or change, then to come to the sole conclusion to resign ourselves to be led then according to God's Will.  (2.) This tended also to make Abraham to persevere, so that he should not obey God by a mere sudden impulse. As Abraham does not turn back in his journey of three days, nor revolve conflicting counsels, nor even question God it hence appears, that Abraham's love for God was confirmed by such constancy, that it could not be affected by any change of circumstances.

" . . . Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, . . . "  As if it were not enough to Command in one word the sacrifice of Abraham's son, God pierces, as with fresh strokes, the mind of the Holy man, Abraham.  Calling Isaac Abraham's only son, God again irritates the wound recently indicted, by the banishment of the other son (the other, NOT of God's Covenant With Abraham, Ishmael who was the son of a slave); Abraham then looks forward into the future, because no hope of offspring would remain. If the death of a firstborn son of the Promise, of the Covenant, Isaac would be so grievous, what must the mourning of Abraham then be?  Each word which follows is emphatic, and serves to aggravate his grief.  'Slay' (God says, ". . . and offer him there for a burnt offering, . . . ") 'him whom alone thou lovest.'  God does not here refer merely to his paternal love, but to that which sprung from faith.  Abraham loved his Only Son Isaac, not only as nature dictates, and as parents commonly do, who take delight in their children, but as beholding the paternal love of God in him.  Lastly, Isaac was the mirror of eternal life, and the pledge of all good things.  Wherefore God seems not so much to assail the paternal love of Abraham, as to trample upon God's own benevolence.  There is equal emphasis in the name Isaac by which Abraham was taught, that nowhere besides did any joy remain for Abraham upon Isaac's death.  Certainly, when Abraham's Only Son of the Promise, Isaac who had been given as the occasion of joy, was taken away, it was just as if God should condemn Abraham to eternal torment.  We must always remember that Isaac was not a son of the common order, but one in whose person the Mediator, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Messiah was promised.

God's usual manner of trying the faith of His people is, by causing the dispensations of God's Providence (Providence:  God as the power sustaining and guiding human destiny; God's Divine guidance or care.) apparently even seemingly to contradict God's Word; requiring them still to rely solely upon that Word, notwithstanding the apparent inconsistency.  Thus, in Abraham's trial, God proposed a test far more severe. God's Own Command, or Word, was in direct contradiction to what God had before spoken and given as a Promise to Abraham and Abraham's seed -- which would be a great multitude.  God's injunction respecting the slaying of Isaac could, by no human method of reasoning, be reconciled to God's Promises respecting the future destinies of Abraham, his family, of the Church, and indeed the whole world!

In God's time, God reconciles even that which we don't understand and proves God's great love toward us in that God's promises are always accomplished, Galatians 3:16!



Genesis 22:3-24
King James Version

3 And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God had told him.

4 Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off.

5 And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you.

6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife; and they went both of them together.

7 And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?

8 And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both of them together.

9 And they came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood.

10 And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son.

11 And the angel of the Lord called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I.

Note:  "And the Angel of the Lord called unto him out of heaven, . . . " Not a created Angel, but the eternal One, the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Messiah Who perhaps appeared in human form, and spoke with an articulate voice, as He frequently did.  As He did when He spoke to Saul (later the Apostle Paul) on the road to Damascus, Acts 22:1-16.  This was indeed a Divine Person is clear from His swearing by Himself, and renewing the Promise unto Abraham which God had made in verse 16 below.

12 And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me.

13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son.

14 And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovahjireh: as it is said to this day, In the mount of the Lord it shall be seen.

15 And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time,

Note:  Again, not a created Angel, but the eternal One, the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Messiah, Who perhaps appeared in human form, and spoke with an articulate voice, as He frequently did.  As He did when He spoke to Saul (later the Apostle Paul) on the road to Damascus, Acts 22:1-16.  This was indeed a Divine Person is clear from His swearing by Himself, and renewing the Promise unto Abraham which God had made in verse 16 below.
 
16 And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son:

17 That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies;

18 And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.

19 So Abraham returned unto his young men, and they rose up and went together to Beersheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba.

20 And it came to pass after these things, that it was told Abraham, saying, Behold, Milcah, she hath also born children unto thy brother Nahor;

21 Huz his firstborn, and Buz his brother, and Kemuel the father of Aram,

22 And Chesed, and Hazo, and Pildash, and Jidlaph, and Bethuel.

23 And Bethuel begat Rebekah: these eight Milcah did bear to Nahor, Abraham's brother.

24 And his concubine, whose name was Reumah, she bare also Tebah, and Gaham, and Thahash, and Maachah. 

-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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