Saint Patrick's Day is observed on March 17, the date of his death.[12] It is celebrated both inside and outside Ireland, as both a religious and, especially outside Ireland, secular holiday. In the dioceses of Ireland, it is both a solemnity and a holy day of obligation; outside Ireland, it can be a celebration of Ireland itself.


Charges were made against Saint Patrick by his fellow Christians at a trial. What these charges were, Patric does not say explicitly, but he writes that he returned the gifts which wealthy women gave him, did not accept payment for Baptisms, nor for ordaining Priests, and indeed paid for many gifts to Kings and Judges, and paid for the sons of Chiefs to accompany him. It is concluded, therefore, that he was accused of some sort of financial impropriety, and perhaps of having obtained his Bishopric in Ireland with personal gain in mind.[33]

Really?  How Roman Catholic of him.  See:  www.alemattec.com/Was Mother Teresa actually sort of a jerk . . .  Yes, but more than just a jerk.doc



Celebrations of Saint Patrick's Day would not be complete without parades, festivals and Céilithe.   Céilithe is a social gathering that typically involves Gaelic folk music and dancing. Céilithe, also known as Céilidh, has its origins in Ireland and Scotland, but has spread with the Irish and Scottish to the New world.

Many cities hold parades in honor of the holiday. New York City's St. Patrick's Day Parade is the largest parade in the world. It was first held in 1762, 14 years before the Declaration of Independence, by a group of homesick Irish expats and soldiers who served with the British Army in the American colonies, according to the parade's website.  Beer is one of the most widely consumed beverages on Saint Patrick's Day.

The world's shortest Saint Patrick's Day parade is held in the Irish village of Dripsey. It lasts only 100 yards, spanning the distance between the village's two pubs.

Saint Patrick known as the "Apostle of Ireland", is the primary patron Saint of Ireland along with Saints Brigid and Columba.  Saint Patrict is generally credited with being the first Bishop of Armagh, Primate of All Ireland.  Wearing green has become a staple of Saint Patrick's Day, but the holiday was originally associated with the color blue.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Patrick's_blue
St. Patrick's blue is a name applied to several shades of blue considered as symbolic of Ireland. In British usage, it refers to various sky blue shades associated with the Order of St. Patrick.[1] In modern usage in the Republic of Ireland, it may be a darker shade.[1] While green is now the usual national colour of Ireland, "St. Patrick's blue" is still found in some symbols.[2]

When Henry VIII declared himself King of Ireland, the coat of arms was a gold harp on a blue field. This still appears in the lower left quarter of the Royal Standard of the United Kingdom.[4]  The Order of St. Patrick was established in 1783 as the senior order of chivalry in the Kingdom of Ireland. The colour of its honours needed to differ from those of the Order of the Garter (dark blue) and the Order of the Thistle (green). Orange was considered, but felt to be too sectarian, so the (lighter blue) of the Irish arms was chosen.[5] Knights and officers of the order wore a "sky blue" mantle and riband, a hat lined with "blue", and a badge ringed with "blue" enamel.[6] The name "St. Patrick's blue" was common but never officially used by the Order.[7][8] The exact shade of blue used varied over time. A sky blue tinged with green was used by Lord Iveagh in 1895 and confirmed in 1903.[7] This is still the usual colour in Britain.[1] Although the last surviving knight died in 1974, the order technically still exists.

It's thought that the shift to green happened because of Ireland's nickname "The Emerald Isle," the green in the Irish flag and the shamrock, or clover. A legend was handed down, and was found in a document dated 1726 that Saint Patrick had used a shamrock as an illustration.  Green ribbons and shamrocks were worn as early as the 17th century. During the Irish Rebellion of 1798, an uprising against British rule in Ireland, Irish soldiers wore full green uniforms on March 17 to make a political statement. Legend has it that wearing green makes a person invisible to leprechauns that will pinch someone if they see them.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Patrick#St._Patrick_uses_shamrock_in_an_illustrative_parable
St. Patrick uses shamrock in an illustrative parable

Legend (dating to 1726, according to the OED) credits St. Patrick with teaching the Irish about the doctrine of the Holy Trinity by showing people the shamrock, a three-leafed plant, using it to illustrate the Christian teaching of three persons in one God.[64] For this reason, shamrocks are a central symbol for St Patrick’s Day.

The shamrock had been seen as sacred in the pre-Christian days in Ireland. Due to its green color and overall shape, many viewed it as representing rebirth and eternal life. Three was a sacred number in the pagan religion and there were a number of "Triple Goddesses" in ancient Ireland, including Brigid, Ériu, and the Morrigan.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brigid_of_Kildare
Saint Brigit of Kildare or Ireland (Irish: Naomh Bríd; c. 451–525), is one of Ireland's patron Saints along with Patrick and Columba. Her name is also variously spelled as Brigid, Bridget, Bridgit, Bríd, and Bride and, from the importance of her cult, she is sometimes also known as Mary of the Gael. Irish hagiography makes her an early Irish Christian nun,[2] abbess, and founder of several monasteries of nuns, including that of Kildare in Ireland, which was considered legendary and was highly revered. Her feast day is 1 February, formerly celebrated as the Imbolc quarter day of the pagan Irish year, which marked the beginning of spring, lambing, lactation in cattle, etc.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colum_Cille
Columba is the patron Saint of the city of Derry, Ireland, where he founded a monastic settlement in c.AD 540. The name of the city in Irish is Doire Colmcille and is derived from the native oak trees in the area and the city's association with Columba. The Catholic Church of Saint Columba's Long Tower stands at the spot of this original settlement. The Church of Ireland Cathedral in Derry is dedicated to St Columba. St. Colmcilles Primary School and St. Colmcilles Community School are two schools in Knocklyon, Dublin, named after St. Colmcille, with the former having an annual day dedicated to the saint on 9 June. Aer Lingus, Ireland's national flag carrier has named one of its Airbus A330 aircraft in commemoration of the saint (reg: EI-DUO).


Saint Patrick was a "Christian" missionary, Bishop and a Patron Saint of Ireland. He was born in Roman Britain to a wealthy family near the end of the fourth century. At age 16, he was captured by Irish raiders and brought to Ireland, where he spent six years in captivity, working as a shepherd. Patrick became a devout Roman Catholic and, it's believed, began to dream of converting the Irish to Christianity. He then escaped back to England. Saint Patrick wrote that a voice — God's — spoke to him in a dream telling him to leave Ireland.  (What God?  The God of this world, the prince of the power of air, satan, the devil).

After reaching England, Patrick described having a second dream in which an "Angel" told him to go back to Ireland as a missionary. He started religious training to become a Roman Catholic priest. He was later sent to Ireland on a mission to convert the Irish to Christianity and minister to Christians already there. (To conquer the peoples with Roman Catholic false religion).  Rather than replacing pagan Irish rituals, he incorporated them into his teachings. For instance, the Irish used to honor their "gods" with fire, so "saint" Patrick used bonfires to celebrate Easter. He died in A.D. 461 on March 17, which became St. Patrick's Day.

Note:  It is plain from what is written directly above, that "saint" Patrick knew not God, but only knew of God.


Romans 12:2 
2And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.


Galatians 4:8 
8Howbeit then, when ye knew not God, ye did service unto them which by nature are no gods.



Revelation 22:18-19

18 For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book:

19 And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.



Note:  King Herod received credit as a "god".  He died the horrible death of a man under God's Judgment.  It is plain, as with these false worshipers above, that King Herod knew not God, but only knew of God.


Acts 12:20-25

20 And Herod was highly displeased with them of Tyre and Sidon: but they came with one accord to him, and, having made Blastus the king's chamberlain their friend, desired peace; because their country was nourished by the king's country.

21 And upon a set day Herod, arrayed in royal apparel, sat upon his throne, and made an oration unto them.

22 And the people gave a shout, saying, It is the voice of a god, and not of a man.

Note:  Herod arrayed in his Kingly apparel, sat upon his throne, and made a speech unto them.  The people proclaimed loudly, ". . . It is the voice of a god, and not of a man".  Hmmm.  Very Roman Catholic of them. (<:)  The Roman Catholics, like the pagan Romans of King Herod's day, do the same thing for their "pope" as they see their "pope" as infallible like God, and when the "pope" speaks it is the voice of God speaking to the Roman Catholic.

23 And immediately the angel of the Lord smote him, because he gave not God the glory: and he was eaten of worms, and gave up the ghost.

24 But the word of God grew and multiplied.

25 And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem, when they had fulfilled their ministry, and took with them John, whose surname was Mark.

Note:  King Herod begins to persecute the faithful remnant at Jerusalem.  King Herod kills the Apostle James, and proceeds to take the Apostle Peter and put him in prison. God, though, preserves the Apostle Peter, and delivers him by His Angel in answer to the prayers of the Saints.

Many heathen rulers have claimed and received Divine honors, honors fit only to Jehovah God, and thus this was far more horrible impiety in King Herod.  King Herod who had heard the Word of God, and understood those who Worshiped only the One living God Jehovah by His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, but took none of this to heart.  Thus, for King Herod to accept such idolatrous honors without rebuking the people of this great blasphemy was immediately Judged by God.

Isaiah 42:8 
8I am the Lord: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven images.

King Herod, at the end of his speech, heard those who were flatterers and accepted their praise, and he was eaten of worms: that is, "while he was alive".  Josephus mentions of great pains in his belly, these were occasioned by the gnawing of the worms.  This was accounted by the Jews a very accursed death.  The Jews say that the spies which brought an ill report on the good land, died this kind of death.  Numbers 13 The Jews account is this, that "their tongues swelled and fell upon their navels, and worms came out of their tongues and went into their navels, and out of their navels they went into their tongues".  This death died many tyrants, oppressors, and persecutors!  Herod the Great, the grandfather of this King Herod died this death, according to Josephus. 

http://www.roman-empire.net/decline/galerius.html
Maximianus Galerius, the predecessor of Constantine the Great, also died this horrible death.  In AD 311, preparing for his twentieth anniversary celebration as Caesar and Augustus, Galerius was believed by some to be planning to abdicate, with the intention of raising his illegitimate son Candidianus to the rank of Caesar.  However, Galerius was suddenly overcome by a serious disease.  First his genitals suffered a severe inflammation, followed by the growth of a deep ulcer which was soon befallen by worms and began to swell and rot on his body. Some of Galerius' doctors were simply unable to endure the stench. These were executed immediately. The other doctors fared no better, for they too were killed for not having been able to cure their emperor's disease. 

From his sick-bed at Nicomedia on 30 April AD 311, Galerius issued an edict, which was confirmed by his fellow emperors, cancelling the persecution of the Christians.  Much has been made of this change of mind by Galerius. Religious leaders have scribed his horrendous illness to the wrath of God. Others believe that the illness combined with Galerius' guilty conscience might have led him to doubt if he wasn't suffering some form of divine retribution.

Josephus' account of King Herod's death, " . . . and gave up the ghost." Not directly, but five days after, as Josephus relates.  This harmonizes with Dr. Luke's account here in the Book of Acts of the Apostles. King Herod was eaten of worms. Josephus says he was taken with abdominal pains of the stomach and died.  Dr. Luke explained the cause.  Worms killed him.  The disease is by no means unknown. Many cases of death from the same cause are on record. 


2 Thessalonians 1:8-12

8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:

9 Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power;

10 When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe (because our testimony among you was believed) in that day.

11 Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power:

12 That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

 
-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
www.Alemattec.com 
