http://www.ehow.com/facts_6926204_average-salary-church-pastor.html
http://www.ehow.com/info_8218821_pastor-salary-comparison.html
According to Payscale, 68% of clergy members receive health benefits associated with their employment. In addition, 46% of pastors receive dental benefits. On top of their base salary, a Pastor may be given a parsonage.  In addition he receives an expense to cover his utilities (heat, light, water, trash, etc.).  Also, a Pastor receives maintenance and upkeep, including property insurance and furnishing costs if the Church requires him to live in a parsonage. Otherwise, the Pastor is given a cash package that allows the Pastor to either buy or rent, furnish and maintain a home. As an example:  The United Church of Christ's (UCC) Connecticut Conference suggests calculating one percent per month of the value for median-priced homes in the community. If median prices are around $150,000, for example, one percent equals $1,500 is given to the Pastor to rent or buy their home.  Churches today find it also necessary to pay in 403(b) pension plan for the Pastor, on top of his salary.  Churches also pay for a group policy life, health and disability plans for the Pastor and his family. Churches are encouraged to pay the monthly premiums for these fringe benefits, which the Pastor is typically allowed to exclude from his taxable income.  Pastors often receive an expense account put toward furthering their education, or payment to go to Conferences.  Often, they go speak at another Church, and get paid their expenses and payment for Preaching there, on top of their regular Church income.


The Churches usually contribute to the Pastor's Social Security and Medicare tax obligations. For 2011, self-employed individuals must pay 13.3 percent of net earnings from self-employment to Social Security and Medicare taxes. Both the Church of God Benefits Board and UCC's Connecticut Conference, for instance, recommend paying at least 50 percent of the self-employment tax directly to the Pastor. Even though these payments must be reported as part of his taxable income, it offsets the cost of the added tax burden.  Additionally, Pastors are reimbursed for professional expenses. Expenses covered under an accountable reimbursement plan include:   auto expenses, entertainment, convention fees, supplies and books, travel expenses, vestments and anything else that pertains to his Ministerial responsibilities.

Pastors, on average, make more than the average Church member.  In fact, with the benefits added outside of the regular wage, they make an immense amount more than the average.

IRS Publication 1828 explains Federal tax law and rules related to the compensation of Ministers.
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The Apostle Paul had in mind a higher reward than the benefit of material support. The reason why it was so important to the Apostle Paul to refuse being paid as a Minister, i.e.:  a Preacher, was that although he Preached the Gospel this was no ground of boasting to him. That was a stewardship laid on him. To Preach the Gospel earned no credit, deserved no pay. If the Apostle Paul Preached of his own free will, of his own choice, he would merit or earn a reward, that is pay for his work. As it is, though, it is not his own choice to Preach the Gospel. He must Preach. The Apostle Paul was but a slave doing his duty, as this was required by his Master, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  The Apostle Paul was bound to do, yea, woe was denounced against him unless he did Preach the Gospel. Nothing could be a ground of boasting when someone is required to do something. He was NOT required to receive remuneration (remuneration:  pay for work) and was free to accept payment, or not to accept. He was free to receive or to refuse remuneration for his Preaching; and therefore the Apostle Paul refusing to do so was a ground of his glorying, that is, a proof of integrity to which he could with confidence declare to others that when he Ministered to them through Preaching, he did it for love of the Gospel and his Lord and Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, and not for filthy lucre, i.e.:  money.

A physician may attend the sick working under the highest motives.  However, when he receives remuneration for his services, and in so doing this is his motive, as well as to care for the sick. However, it is true that if he attends the poor gratuitously, though the motives may be no higher, the evidence of their purity is placed beyond question. The Apostle Paul’s ground of glorying, therefore, was not Preaching, for he was under Command of his Master, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth to do that, for this was a matter of obligation. However, his Preaching gratuitously, i.e.:  without remuneration of any kind was altogether optional.  The principle on which the Apostle Paul’s argument is founded is recognized by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth in his discourse in Luke’s Gospel, Chapter 17:5-10 below.

So, you want to know why the "churches" have such little faith?  It is because the Pastors have little faith.  How to we increase our faith?  Let's see what the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth taught, and what the Apostle Paul knew clearly: 

Luke 17:5-10

5 And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith.
  And the Lord said, If ye had faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye might say unto this sycamine tree, Be thou plucked up by the root, and be thou planted in the sea; and it should obey you.
  But which of you, having a servant plowing or feeding cattle, will say unto him by and by, when he is come from the field, Go and sit down to meat?
Note:  servant in the Greek is:  Transliteration: doulos
Phonetic Spelling: (doo'-los)
Short Definition: a male slave
Definition: (a) (as adj.) enslaved, (b) (as noun) a (male) slave.
8 And will not rather say unto him, Make ready wherewith I may sup, and gird thyself, and serve me, till I have eaten and drunken; and afterward thou shalt eat and drink?
9 Doth he thank that servant because he did the things that were commanded him? I trow not.
Note:  I trow . . . in the Greek means:  It seems to me, it is my opinion, I suppose, I think, I expect. (NOT)
10 So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those things which are commanded you, say, We are unprofitable servants: we have done that which was our duty to do.
Note:  servants, in the Greek:  doulos
Phonetic Spelling: (doo'-los)
Short Definition: a male slave
Note:  We, who are Christians, are the slaves of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  If all we do is what is expected of a slave, "We are unprofitable slaves . . . for we have done that which was our duty to do.  Therefore, if we Preach/Teach for pay, that is our reward here on earth, for doing our duty as a slave, then we are unprofitable slaves.



Matthew 25:14-30

14 For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods.

Note:  servants in the Greek here means:  Transliteration: doulos
Phonetic Spelling: (doo'-los)
Short Definition: a male slave

Those who are part of His Church, those who claimed to be owned by Him are represented here, but are the house slaves, Ministers.  However, just as all in Israel are not of Israel, all in the Church are not truly owned, as Christians, but those NOT the Elect of God take their place among the Christians as Christians.  They are all together unprofitable, for they have NOT the Holy Spirit of God.  This parable in Matthew 25:14-30 concerns the Ministers of the Word, Pastors, who are eminently the household slaves of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, His Own, whom He has Called, qualified, commissioned, and sent forth as the Ministers of His Word, whether faithful or slothful, good or bad, are in a very lively manner described in this parable.  That these house slaves are all of them said to be the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth's Own slaves, and are Called, commissioned, and gifted by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, as was Judas Iscariot, as well as the rest, was Called, ordained, qualified, and sent forth by the Lord Jesus Christ, as an Apostle, and all did God's Will, as He had designed them, created them, gifted them, and sent them forth for His Own purpose.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth uses even the wicked for His Own purpose.

15 And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey.

Note:  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth delivered unto them “His goods, the Gospel”, that rich treasure of Divine Truths, the dispensation of it, and gifts to Preach it.  Preach all of it, all the counsel of God.  Acts 20:27  All are the Lord Jesus Christ's “goods and His gifts,” and not man's.  As He, the Lord Jesus Christ ascended on high, into a far country (Heaven), and received gifts for, and gave them unto men.  Ephesians 4:1-16.


16 Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and made them other five talents.

17 And likewise he that had received two, he also gained other two.

18 But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his lord's money.

19 After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them.

20 And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more.

21 His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.

22 He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them.

23 His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.

24 Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed:

25 And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine.

26 His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strawed:

27 Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received mine own with usury.

28 Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents.

29 For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath.

30 And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.


Note:  This vile slave never knew God as God, nor the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  This vile slave had already told two lies. First, he said the Master, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, was an austere or harsh man. This is a lie straight from Hell, for the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is merciful and Gracious. Next he called his Master, the Lord Jesus Christ, a thief because he said He reaped where He did not sow. Finally, the Master, the Lord Jesus Christ, said to him, sarcastically, why did you not add insult to injury and loan the money out at interest so you could call your Master a "usurer" too! If the slave had done this, his Master would have been responsible for His slaves actions and been guilty of usury, as usury is forbidden, even one percent:


Exodus 22:25-27

25 If thou lend money to any of my people that is poor by thee, thou shalt not be to him as an usurer, neither shalt thou lay upon him usury.

26 If thou at all take thy neighbour's raiment to pledge, thou shalt deliver it unto him by that the sun goeth down:

27 For that is his covering only, it is his raiment for his skin: wherein shall he sleep? and it shall come to pass, when he crieth unto me, that I will hear; for I am gracious.



Deuteronomy 23:19-20

19 Thou shalt not lend upon usury to thy brother; usury of money, usury of victuals, usury of any thing that is lent upon usury:

20 Unto a stranger thou mayest lend upon usury; but unto thy brother thou shalt not lend upon usury: that the Lord thy God may bless thee in all that thou settest thine hand to in the land whither thou goest to possess it.




Nehemiah 5:1-11

1 And there was a great cry of the people and of their wives against their brethren the Jews.

2 For there were that said, We, our sons, and our daughters, are many: therefore we take up corn for them, that we may eat, and live.

3 Some also there were that said, We have mortgaged our lands, vineyards, and houses, that we might buy corn, because of the dearth.

4 There were also that said, We have borrowed money for the king's tribute, and that upon our lands and vineyards.

5 Yet now our flesh is as the flesh of our brethren, our children as their children: and, lo, we bring into bondage our sons and our daughters to be servants, and some of our daughters are brought unto bondage already: neither is it in our power to redeem them; for other men have our lands and vineyards.

6 And I was very angry when I heard their cry and these words.

7 Then I consulted with myself, and I rebuked the nobles, and the rulers, and said unto them, Ye exact usury, every one of his brother. And I set a great assembly against them.

8 And I said unto them, We after our ability have redeemed our brethren the Jews, which were sold unto the heathen; and will ye even sell your brethren? or shall they be sold unto us? Then held they their peace, and found nothing to answer.

9 Also I said, It is not good that ye do: ought ye not to walk in the fear of our God because of the reproach of the heathen our enemies?

10 I likewise, and my brethren, and my servants, might exact of them money and corn: I pray you, let us leave off this usury.

11 Restore, I pray you, to them, even this day, their lands, their vineyards, their oliveyards, and their houses, also the hundredth part of the money, and of the corn, the wine, and the oil, that ye exact of them.

Note:  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth tells is in Matthew 25:14-30 above, that there will be a long time between His departure to His Father in Heaven and His coming again for us, but yet notwithstanding that, He will at that day take an account not only of the rebellious and obstinate, how they have made use of that which they received from him, but also of His household slaves, those allowed in the house were the most trusted slaves, including those because of slothfulness have not employed those gifts which He bestowed upon them, spiritual gifts.

The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth keeps no slaves to be idle: they have received their all from Him, and we have nothing we can call our own but sin. Our receiving from the Lord Jesus Christ is in order for us to be about our work for Him. The manifestation of the Holy Spirit is given to every man to profit the Lord Jesus Christ alone, as we are His slaves.  It is not added to our account the work we do for Him. The day of account comes at last, what we have produced for our Lord and Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. We must all be reckoned with as to what good we have got to our own souls, and have done to others, by the advantages we have enjoyed, to enrich the Kingdom of Heaven. It is not meant that the improving of our natural powers can entitle a man to God's Divine Grace. It is the real Christian's liberty and privilege to be owned as His Redeemer's slave, in promoting His Glory, and the good of His people.  The love of the Lord Jesus Christ constrains the Christian to live no longer to himself, but to Him that died for him, and rose again, and Who has the Keys of Hell and death. Those who think it impossible to please God, and constantly go about serving Him hoping to add to their OWN account, do in vain serve Him, and will work in vain doing nothing profitable for Him. They complain that He requires of them more than they are capable of, and punishes them for what they cannot help. Whatever they may pretend, the fact is, they dislike the character and work of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. The slothful slave is sentenced to be deprived of his talent. This may be applied to the blessings of this life, but rather the parable shows it is to be applied to the means of God's Grace. Those who know not the day of their visitation shall have the things that belong to their peace hid from their eyes. The slothful slave's doom is, to be cast into outer darkness, Hell. It is a usual way of expressing the miseries of the damned in Hell for all eternity.

Luke 16:1-15 
1 And he said also unto his disciples, There was a certain rich man, which had a steward; and the same was accused unto him that he had wasted his goods.
2 And he called him, and said unto him, How is it that I hear this of thee? give an account of thy stewardship; for thou mayest be no longer steward.
Note:  Stewardship in the Greek means:  properly, a stewardship, management (administration), i.e. where a person looks after another's affairs (resources).  One who is a manager of another’s goods.  

Steward, in the Greek means:  A household manager, a steward, guardian.  A steward was generally a freedman, but not always freed, as some were required to do their legal servitude as bondslaves.
3 Then the steward said within himself, What shall I do? for my lord taketh away from me the stewardship: I cannot dig; to beg I am ashamed.
4 I am resolved what to do, that, when I am put out of the stewardship, they may receive me into their houses.
5 So he called every one of his lord's debtors unto him, and said unto the first, How much owest thou unto my lord?
6 And he said, An hundred measures of oil. And he said unto him, Take thy bill, and sit down quickly, and write fifty.
7 Then said he to another, And how much owest thou? And he said, An hundred measures of wheat. And he said unto him, Take thy bill, and write fourscore.
8 And the lord commended the unjust steward, because he had done wisely: for the children of this world are in their generation wiser than the children of light.
9 And I say unto you, Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of unrighteousness; that, when ye fail, they may receive you into everlasting habitations.
Note:  Those who work falsely, as Tares in the Church, who do poorly concerning their Master, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, are told to make friends with the money of unrighteous, i.e.:  "mammon of unrighteousness," not because it is acquired unrighteously, but because most use it unrighteously, treating it as their own, when they are only Stewards.  The only friends who can receive us into Heaven are the Father and the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. These are the friends we must secure. During life our means whether money, or talents, must be so used as to please God and to lay up Eternal treasure. If we use it as a trust of the Lord we will secure such a friend. Instead of hoarding we must make heavenly friends of the Father and the Son, that they may receive you into everlasting habitations.
10 He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much.
11 If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches?
12 And if ye have not been faithful in that which is another man's, who shall give you that which is your own?
13 No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.

Note:  No servant (slave) can serve two masters:  Here, the word servant is different than the other word for servant (slave) which in the Greek is:

doulos
Phonetic Spelling: (doo'-los)
Short Definition: a male slave
Here, in verse 13 directly above, the servant is designated as a house-servant, one holding closer relations to the family than the other slaves. As in:  
Romans 14:4
4 Who art thou that judgest another man's servant? to his own master he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is able to make him stand.
1 Peter 2:18
1  Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward.

Luke 16:14-16, continued:
14 And the Pharisees also, who were covetous, heard all these things: and they derided him.

Note:  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth had already told the Scribes and the Pharisees, the Jews who their “father was, i.e.:  satan” and that they do satan’s will.  Here, the Lord Jesus Christ said of the Pharisees, that they were coveteous, desired lucre, loved money, for their work.  John 8:38-45  Although, because of their wealth, for they received a Tithe, a 10th, of all Israel, were highly esteemed among men for their money and education, yet, in the site of God, they were but an abomination.
15 And he said unto them, Ye are they which justify yourselves before men; but God knoweth your hearts: for that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God.

Note:  To illustrate verse 15 in Luke 16 directly above, we see that earthly riches are not our own things.  Heavenly riches, in the case of a True Christian, are those goods owned by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, which He gives to the Elect.

Earthly riches are unrighteous, in that they belong to fallen man, and not to the heavenly man, neither had they any place when Adam was yet innocent.

When the Jew made a choice of this world and learned to love riches in Babylon; he has lost this and the other also. The poor man whom he had thought contemptible is found in Abraham's bosom in Heaven with God.


Luke 16:19-31

19 There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day:
20 And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores,
21 And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores.
22 And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried;
23 And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.
24 And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.
25 But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.
26 And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence.
27 Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father's house:
28 For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment.
29 Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.
30 And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent.
31 And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.



Matthew 6:1-18

1 Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which is in heaven.

2 Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.

3 But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth:

4 That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall reward thee openly.

5 And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.

6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.

7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking.

8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him.

9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.

10 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.

11 Give us this day our daily bread.

12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

14 For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:

15 But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

16 Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.

17 But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face;

18 That thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret: and thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly.


Note:  Let’s look at how the Apostle Paul tried to teach this spiritual principal:
1 Corinthians 9:1-27
1 Am I am not an apostle? am I not free? have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? are not ye my work in the Lord?
2 If I be not an apostle unto others, yet doubtless I am to you: for the seal of mine apostleship are ye in the Lord.
3 Mine answer to them that do examine me is this,
4 Have we not power to eat and to drink?
5 Have we not power to lead about a sister, a wife, as well as other apostles, and as the brethren of the Lord, and Cephas?
6 Or I only and Barnabas, have not we power to forbear working?

Note:  Barnabas was also an Apostle.  Acts 14:13-15 The Apostle Paul was arguing that only Barnabas and he, at this point, were the only two Apostles working with their own hands to make a living as well as Preaching.

7 Who goeth a warfare any time at his own charges? who planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit thereof? or who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the milk of the flock?
8 Say I these things as a man? or saith not the law the same also?
9 For it is written in the law of Moses, thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care for oxen?
10 Or saith he it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: that he that ploweth should plow in hope; and that he that thresheth in hope should be partaker of his hope.
11 If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal things?
12 If others be partakers of this power over you, are not we rather? Nevertheless we have not used this power; but suffer all things, lest we should hinder the gospel of Christ.
13 Do ye not know that they which minister about holy things live of the things of the temple? and they which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar?
14 Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel.
15 But I have used none of these things: neither have I written these things, that it should be so done unto me: for it were better for me to die, than that any man should make my glorying void.
16 For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!
17 For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but if against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me.
18 What is my reward then? Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my power in the gospel.
19 For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more.
Note:  I used to think that the Apostle Paul, who followed the Ceremonial Law, Acts 21:17-35, was, for a short while, putting himself back under the Ceremonial Law, and thus denying the sufficiency of God's Grace in so doing.  Until I studied further here:  “Then Paul took the men, . . . , Acts 21:26”  The four men that had the Vow of the Nazarite on them, and the Apostle Paul joined himself to them, and put himself in the same condition, and under a the Vow of the Nazarite, not as what he thought himself bound to do in obedience to the Ceremonial Law, as it had been COMPLETELY set aside now by the Sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth on the Cross of Calvary, and much less as necessary to a man's Salvation.  The Apostle Paul did this to satisfy their weak minds, and remove their prejudices, that he might gain them, and be useful to them as an instrument of the Lord Jesus Christ's to teach them God's plan of Salvation, and in such a case he would very easily and readily condescend for a short while to their belief system.  However, when such like things were insisted upon as points of duty, and especially when urged as necessary to Salvation, no one more stiffly opposed them than the Apostle Paul.  The next day purifying himself with them, that is, not separating himself from them, from what they were obliged by the Vow of the Nazarite, as from drinking of wine and shaving, and from everything that was unclean according to the Ceremonial Law, for this was now done.  Cleansing himself afterwards with them, the Apostle Paul entered into the Temple, to signify the accomplishment of the days of the purification.  The sense is, that when the days of separation were fulfilled, which the four men had Vowed, as everyone might Vow what time he pleased, he went to the Priests in the Temple, to signify it to them, that the time of their purification was expiring.  Until that an offering should be offered for everyone of them, as the Law of Moses directs in Numbers 6 when then the Apostle Paul proposed to pay the charges of it, or at least part of it. 

Though the Apostle Paul looked on the Ceremonial Law, “As a yoke taken off by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth at the Cross of Calvary, . . .” yet the Apostle Paul submitted to this part of gthe Ceremonial Law, that he might work upon the Jews, do away their prejudices, prevail with them to hear the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and win them over to Christ. However, the Apostle Paul in this process would transgress none of the Laws of Christ, to please any man.  Yet, he would accommodate himself to all men, where he might do it lawfully, to gain some unto Salvation by the Lord Jesus Christ and His Gospel.  In matters that are indifferent, which may be done or not done with a good conscience of one who knows the Truth of Holy Scripture. It is as if he said, "I accommodated all their ceremonial customs and manners, that by all means I might save some unto Salvation by the Lord Jesus Christ sacrifice of Himself at the Cross of Calvary."  

“To the weak became I as weak, . . . , verse 22 below”  That is, to weak Christians, who were weak in faith, and had not such clear knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ's Gospel of liberty, and therefore these weaker Christian's who had mental reservations concerning the eating of some sorts of meat, and particularly meats offered to idols, the Apostle Paul was so concerned about their peace and edification of these weak brethren, and so far complied with them by refusing to eat meats offered to idols when he was among them.  The Apostle Paul then, in effect, became as one of them, that, rather than offend them, the great Apostle determined to eat no meat while the world stood so that he might gain the weak, promote their edification and welfare, who otherwise might be stumble, or be in danger of falling from, and laid under, a temptation to desert the True faith of the Gospel.  Therefore, the Apostle Paul said, “I am made all things to all men, . . . , verse 22, below” which is to be understood, as in all the other instances of his being so, not in cases and/or things criminal and sinful, nor contrary to the Moral Law, and not anything contrary to the dictates of his own conscience, nor anything subversive of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and of the order and discipline of it.  In any of the cases and any things which are of an indifferent nature, “that I might by all means save some”.  That is, that the Apostle Paul might be the means of saving some of the Jews and some Gentiles who might otherwise refuse to ever even hear the Gospel message.  How, by his Preaching the Gospel of Salvation to them, and by directing them to the Mighty God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the only Savior of lost sinners.  Thus, the Apostle Paul explains what he means by so often saying that he might gain them.  

20 And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain them that are under the law;
21 To them that are without law, as without law, (being not without law to God, but under the law to Christ,) that I might gain them that are without law.
22 To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some.
23 And this I do for the gospel's sake, that I might be partaker thereof with you.
24 Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain.
25 And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible.
26 I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air:
27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.

Note:  The Apostle Paul’s reward was to sacrifice himself for others.  There was one thing the Apostle Paul could do to please his Master and gain a basis for pride in his work. H could voluntarily renounce his right to support, and then support himself working with his own hands, and Preach the Gospel without cost to those he served!

 If I was to volunteering my services of my own free will, would then the Lord give me a special reward?  That would be true if I were of my own free will to perform spiritual things.  That, however is not the situation, for God has picked me out and given me this sacred trust, as His slave, and I have no choice. Under this circumstance, what is my pay? It is the special joy I get from Preaching/Teaching the Good News of the Gospel without expense to anyone, never demanding my rights.


In Corinth, the Apostle Paul made the Gospel free of charge. What he is saying is simply that the thing that motivated him, the thing that drove him to work late hours at night making tents so he would earn a living working with his own hands, so as not have to be supported by anybody in the Church in Corinth, was the sheer delight it gave him to bless and enrich someone else without taking a penny in return. It was the joy of giving that the Apostle Paul was experiencing.  We have in this passage a remarkable insight into the heart of this great slave of God, this man, the Apostle Paul who said to the Corinthians, and to us today, "Be you as imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ." 


1 Corinthians 11:1
1Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.
Note:  Followers in the Greek means:  an imitator, follower.
The Apostle Paul said, do as I do, imitate me, just as I do Christ Jesus.  What are the hirlings?


John 10:11-14
11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.
12 But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep.
Note:  A hireling in the Greek means:  hired hand, hired servants, a wage-worker (good or bad) -- hired servant, hireling.  Not a slave.
13 The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep.
14 I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine.
The Apostle Paul shares with us this picture of himself so that we may grow to be like the One whom he himself imitated, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Who took no pay for His work, Who did not receive a wage.  He is saying that if he were indeed to exercise his rights as a Christian minister in this area, a certain boast which he held would no longer be his.

Certainly, the Apostle Paul is not talking about boasting as we commonly understand that word. He is not saying what a great man he is, but rather is using this word about himself in the sense that it is a badge of distinction; this is how he thinks of himself, in other words. . . having described his compulsion:  " . . .woe is unto me, if I do not preach the gospel!"
1 Corinthians 9:16
16 For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!
The Apostle Paul now goes on to say what is his reward, what is there about him that he can approve of as he carries out his Ministry. The one thing he can do, he says, is adorn the glorious message of the Gospel by making it available free of charge. Having Preached all day he could make tents at night, sacrificing something of himself in order to make an offering to the Lord by adorning the Ministry he had been given. Supporting him for his work among them would rob him of the one choice which he had in life, which was to beautify the Gospel by the free offer of it. As a slave of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Apostle Paul did not have the option of not Preaching. That choice was no longer available to him. What he could choose to do, however, was to give something of himself for the sake of the Gospel. He did not want to lose that privilege.

At times, of course, he was supported. Different circumstances-his health, his surroundings, the needs of fellow-believers, etc . . . indicated that he be supported, and he was. However, his heart was inclined to make free of charge the offer of the Gospel at all times. That was his contribution toward what he was doing, and he did not want to lose it, especially as far as the Corinthians were concerned.

What an extraordinary and compelling illustration of giving up one’s rights! The rights he so clearly enunciates in verses 1 through 14 he then goes on to declare boldly that the Apostle Barnabas and he had denied themselves to Preach for free the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  They were overcome  by something else, stronger than financial freedom, a compulsion to Preach the Gospel-which supersedes their rights and  freedom. The Apostle Paul did not find laboring for the cause of the Lord Jesus Christ so heavy a burden to bear that he needed to be reimbursed by having all his needs met. On the contrary, Preaching to others without requiring payment from them was his joy and his compelling reason for living.

The Eternal Reward of Doing Something for Nothing . . .
The Apostle Paul’s reward turns out to be, in part, his total freedom from all merely human pressure or constraint on his Ministry, which accepting support from the Corinthians, with their mixed motives and the corruption within that Church, would have invariably brought. Now, it’s true that at times the Apostle Paul did accept financial support from some Churches, but he never asked for it, nor did he ever expect it. The Apostle Paul was completely committed to offering the Gospel free of charge.

Another reward that drove him to work late hours into the night making tents so he could minister for free was the sheer delight it gave him to bless and enrich someone else without taking a penny in return. Through my years in the Church and in relations with those of the paraChurch and Church ministry, I’ve known people who followed the Apostle Paul’s example, who have laid aside the financial privileges to which they were entitled for the sake of the Gospel. They were volunteers in the body of Christ.  Some, were vastly underpaid, or took no pay, as Christian workers who rejoiced in the inherent spiritual reward for their spiritual service for their Lord and Savior, their Master, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.
The Apostle Paul’s refusal to accept wages from those he was serving was the result of a deep conviction and love of the Lord Jesus Christ, his Lord and Savior and Master.  The Apostle Paul had stated that   . . . It would be better for me to die than have any man make my boast an empty one, i.e.:  my glorying void. 
1 Corinthians 9:15
15 But I have used none of these things: neither have I written these things, that it should be so done unto me: for it were better for me to die, than that any man should make my glorying void.
Psalm 34:2
2 My soul shall make her boast in the Lord: the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad.
The Apostle Paul would rather have been dead than have anyone think he Preached and taught for money, as he  was not a prophet for hire, as was Balaam:  Numbers 22

1 Peter 5:2
2 Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind;
Nor was the Apostle Paul in the Ministry for filthy lucre, financial gain.
It is this commitment that the Apostle Paul declares to the Ephesian elders in the Acts of the Apostles:
Acts 20:27-38
27 For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God.
28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.
29 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.
30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.
31 Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears.
32 And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified.
33 I have coveted no man's silver, or gold, or apparel.
34 Yea, ye yourselves know, that these hands have ministered unto my necessities, and to them that were with me.
35 I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive.
36 And when he had thus spoken, he kneeled down, and prayed with them all.
37 And they all wept sore, and fell on Paul's neck, and kissed him,
38 Sorrowing most of all for the words which he spake, that they should see his face no more. And they accompanied him unto the ship.

Note:  The Gospel was thrust upon the Apostle Paul.  He was not supporting it as Saul, but was zealous to extinguish it.  The Apostle Paul was under compulsion, under the direct Command of His Master, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth to Preach  the Gospel in season and out of season, and would have been in serious trouble with his Lord and Master if he had not. Isaiah 50:4, 2 Timothy 4:2.

The Apostle Paul was not under compulsion in regard to receiving payment for it. In that the Apostle Paul was completely free to expect support from those he served. However, in so doing, he would lose his reward and would be doing what was given or expected of him, instead choosing not to be paid. In that choice he found great satisfaction and joy, and for that choice he knew he would receive a reward, a Crown, from the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth when he finished the race, and was taken to Heaven. 

Isaiah 23:18 
18And her merchandise and her hire shall be holiness to the Lord: it shall not be treasured nor laid up; for her merchandise shall be for them that dwell before the Lord, to eat sufficiently, and for durable clothing.


This Prophecy was to be fulfilled in the days of the Messiah, when He brings about His Church.


Isaiah 23:18 "And her merchandise and her hire shall be should be holiness to the Lord: . . ." that is, the great part devoted to it, that is, to holy uses and service.  In carrying on the Worship of God, for the maintenance of Gospel ministers by providing them food and durable clothing, and for the supply and support of the poor Saints.  It shall not be treasured, nor laid up, in order to be laid out in pride and luxury for anyone.  Nor, to be kept as useless, to gratify a covetous disposition, or for posterity to come.

Her merchandise shall be laid up for them, that dwell before the Lord; at least, should be laid by for religious uses, as is directed, 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 even for the relief of poor Saints in general Acts 20:33-35, who assemble together before the Lord, for the sake of the poor in their Worship, and particularly for the Ministers of the Gospel, who stand before the Lord, and minister in Holy things, in His name, to the people:  that they, the Ministers do eat sufficiently, and have raiment also, that is durable clothing, that they may have a supply of clothing, and never want for a coat to put upon their backs. This Prophecy, as it belongs to Gospel times, is a proof of the maintenance of Gospel ministers, not for a salary, as the Apostles worked with their own hands 1 Corinthians 4:11-13, as the Apostle were poor Acts 3:6,but that care should be taken that they want not for food and raiment (clothing), but have a sufficiency of both, and that which is convenient for them.

This is TOTALLY different from the Churches today, where Pastors receive huge salaries, retirement, love offerings, vacations, housing, car allowance, study allowance, etc . . .  They are like harlots, taking after their mommy, the Great Whore.


1 Corinthians 4:8-16
8 Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have reigned as kings without us: and I would to God ye did reign, that we also might reign with you.
9 For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men.
10 We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are honourable, but we are despised.
11 Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwellingplace;
12 And labour, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it:
13 Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day.
14 I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn you.
15 For though ye have ten thousand instructers in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.
16 Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me.
Acts 3:6
6 Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk.
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