Hard times are real.  Difficult situations are not new.  The Holy Bible, in the Old Testament, the Book of Ecclesiastes 1:9 says, “The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done is that which shall be done: and there is no new thing under the sun.”  The hard time that you are experiencing now, or that you will ever experience in the future, is not new.  In one way or another it has happened somewhere before.  It may be new to you, but it is not new to mankind, it may be your first time to face this type of challenge, but it is not the first time that this challenge was ever faced by humanity.  Every difficult time that you will ever encounter in life -- is common to all men.  It is not alien to man, it is not unique to you alone, it is common to man.

Don’t allow any hard time to break you, to cause you to quit, to cause you to give up and lose hope. Instead, learn the principles that will make you withstand your hard time and come through it and out of it being stronger in your faith, strengthening your fortitude. As tribulations (hard troubles in one's life, trails we go through) brings about endurance (patience).  Knowing that tribulation worketh patience; And patience, experience; and experience, hope.  Hope brings encouragement, strengthening a person during the most difficult of times.  If there is no hope, then all will overwhelm as all seems lost.  Hope gives us an inner peace, encouragement in the midst of tribulations, and the vision that we can overcome what is against us.  Thus, for a Christian that peace that passes all understanding is in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ who is our hope, 1 Timothy 1:1.

Trials prove our faith, to us, and attract others to the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. When we suffer and experience trials, others can see the strength of Christ Jesus in us.  They see that our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is a living reality and they are drawn to the Lord Jesus Christ, to His salvation, love, care, and strength.

Tribulations will produce endurance:
- When trials, persecution, and temptations are overcome, our faith is made stronger and sharpened with patience.

- Although our faith is strengthened, we must not ever think that when we conquer satan once, that the battle is over.

Luke 4:12-13 King James Version (KJV)
12 And Jesus answering said unto him, It is said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.
13 And when the devil had ended all the temptation, he departed from him for a season.

Don’t abandon your goals because of tribulations -- disappointments and failure.  Don’t throw in the towel and give up due to lack.  Be it lack of money, lack of emotional support, lack of spiritual support, and/or lack of physical support. 
Lack is not a good reason to quit the vision, the hope that God has given you in His Holy Word.  Lack is not new under the sun. Lack is as old as humanity. It is not a strange and a new thing. Many people have passed through lack successfully and defeated it hands down -- your case should not be different.

Your situation is real and hard, but it is not impossible to fix.  Other than death, most everything can be undone.  How?  Luke 1:37, "For with God nothing shall be impossible."  The Holy Bible says that nothing is impossible with God. In other words, your hard times are not impossible for GOD to handle or turn around. 

James 1:4 King James Version (KJV)
4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.


Endure until your testing is over.

Hard times can confuse us and make us ask the wrong questions or expect wrong answers.  Indeed, hard times can produce hard hearts and false hopes.  Hard times reveal who we are and test our metal.  Hard times turn many away from the Lord Jesus Christ, but others to Him.  

Tribulations (Trials) test our faith.
- Trials measure our faith.

- Indeed, any person’s faith can be measure by how much they are willing to sacrifice or bear (endure) for their faith.

- Trials prove our faith and attract others to the Lord Jesus Christ. When we suffer and are experience trials, others can see the strength of Christ Jesus in us.

- They see that our faith in Jesus Christ is a living reality and they are drawn to the Lord Jesus Christ -- to His salvation, to His love, to His care, and to His strength.

Tribulations (Trials) produce endurance.

- When tribulations (trials,) persecution, and temptations are overcome, our faith is made stronger and sharpened with patience.
We must be able to distinguish tribulations (trials) that are brought about in God’s Will from tribulations (trials) that we bring on ourselves.

We can praise God through Jesus Christ and give Him thanks because He is in control of these apparent chaotic situations, that seem chaotic to us. Christians are not at the mercy of the evil that is around us.  Regardless if we suffer ourselves, or see the suffering all around us, suffering is not the end of the story.

Trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, seeking and praying for God's Grace brought to us by Christ Jesus:

Grace to face the past, being healed from it.  Grace to face the present in the midst of tribulations (trials).  Grace to face the future while enduring tribulations (trials).  The Lord Jesus Christ's words comfort us:

1 Peter 1:13-16 King James Version (KJV)

13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;
14 As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance:
15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;
16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.
The Lord Jesus Christ said:

John 16:33 King James Version (KJV)
33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.
The Great Prophet of God Isaiah said concerning the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ:
Isaiah 7:14 King James Version (KJV)
14 Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.

Isaiah 9:6-7 King James Version (KJV)
6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.
7 Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.

Isaiah 11:10 King James Version (KJV)
10 And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious.

Isaiah 53:1-12 King James Version (KJV)
1 Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?
2 For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.
3 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.
4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.
5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.
7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.
8 He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken.
9 And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.
10 Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand.
11 He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.
12 Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.




Light from the darkness . .  .  


Isaiah 9:1-2 King James Version (KJV)
1 Nevertheless the dimness shall not be such as was in her vexation, when at the first he lightly afflicted the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, and afterward did more grievously afflict her by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, in Galilee of the nations.
2 The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.

John 8:12 King James Version (KJV)
12 Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.


When things seemed darkest, the light appears from God.

Matthew 1:18-25 King James Version (KJV)
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.
19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a public example, was minded to put her away privily.
20 But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.
21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save his people from their sins.
22 Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying,
23 Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.
24 Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife:
25 And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name Jesus.
Luke 2:1-24 King James Version (KJV)
1 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be taxed.
2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)
3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.
4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:)
5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.
6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered.
7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.
8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.
9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.
10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.
11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.
12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying,
14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
15 And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.
16 And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.
17 And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child.
18 And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds.
19 But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart.
20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.
21 And when eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the child, his name was called Jesus, which was so named of the angel before he was conceived in the womb.
22 And when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were accomplished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord;
23 (As it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that openeth the womb shall be called holy to the Lord;)
24 And to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the Lord, A pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.


Stay the course, walk in the light:

John 12:35 King James Version (KJV)
35 Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you: for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth.
Matthew 2:1-2 King James Version (KJV)
1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem,
2 Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.

Merry Christmas.  Bye the way, wise men still seek Him!
-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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